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EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. 


E have alluded in our last two issues to certain 
aspects of the insidious and far-reaching 
proposals of the National Housing and Town 
Planning Council, which, under the cloak of a 
desire to promote the comfort and happiness 

of the workers, makes a direct attack on personal liberty and 
is destructive of the sense of security which is the rock on 
which the civilizations of the world have been built. The 
reformers, whom many would term “ wreckers,” would 
supersede the independent work of great sections of the com- 
munity, carried on without cost to the State, and resulting in 
the service of the community, by a huge communistic effort 
interfering with liberty, and would add to the dislocation 
produced by war a chaotic interregnum in which endeavour 
would be paralysed by the fear of confiscatory legislation, 
and in which we should be piling the Ossa of peace indebtedness 
on the Pelion of a huge national war debt. No one need take 
the temporary character of the period during which private 
enterprise is to be controlled as a sufficient reason for acquiescing 
in it, for once the principle be admitted, any extension of 
time would be a matter of detail, and after the full amount of 
housing—both to meet new needs and to replace existing 
houses condemned after thorough examination by a professional 
expert for threepence a house—there would be other and possibly 
more grievous tasks to be carried out at the dictates of the new 
Socialism. 

According to those who are the leaders of the new Revolution, 
the whole resources of the State, in the shape of money, labour 
and materials, are to be employed with arbitrary disregard of 
individual rights, and the delicate complexity of our national 
industries suffering from the effects of war are to be further 
strained and re-cast into new shape at the bidding of a handful 
of enthusiasts filled with philanthropic ideals who can show no 
proof of their fitness to guide mankind. 

A time of crisis may be a time which is very opportune 
for the introduction of such a scheme, which would be 
decisively rejected by the good sense of any responsible 
body of men who gave it due consideration. In the excitement 
and turmoil of the present, it is possible if not likely that 
the National Housing and Town Planning Council’s proposals 
will receive a sympathetic hearing from Government 
Departments and even from Ministers whose attention is 
engrossed by more important matters; and if such proposals 
can be made apparently without opposition from those who are 
interested in land and in building it may be held by those in 
authority that they are made after agreement between the 
parties interested. The Oxford Conference was, we admit, 
skilfully composed, since its members could be claimed to repre- 
sent different interests, but they were not the responsible and 
accredited representatives of organisations entitled to pledge 
their fellows to a far-reaching propaganda, nor was there any 
sign that they understood the great importance of the resolu- 
tions which they were meant to approve but hardly to discuss. 
In a word, the whole proceedings seemed admirably stage- 
managed in order to produce an impression which is, we believe, 
quite erroneous. The proposals have not been approved by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Surveyors’ 
Institution, or any of the great professional bodies ; no organi- 
sation representing the great industry of building has endorsed 
them; the menaced industries connected with the building 
trades have hardly heard of them—yet the resolutions will 
probably be submitted to the Government as being the outcome 


of the joint council of the various interests involved, who have 
come to a common conclusion and agreement! 

The authorities may, therefore, think they are justified 
in taking at their face value recommendations which are the 
outcome of the isolated deliberations of a self-constituted 
body with no official status, which is largely composed of bene- 
volent amateurs who have time to spare and a disposition to 
amuse themselves with ambitious and far-reaching schemes 
which they do not in the least understand, and the driving force 
of which is contributed by a little knot of busy Socialists who, 
like the passive resisters, have received an undue share of 
public attention. 

Those who have proposed the measure would not like the 
whole subject referred to a Royal Commission, and would tell 
us that what they feared was delay ; whereas what they may 
reasonably fear is fall and adequate enquiry based on facts 
which often leads to disappointing results. The Royal Com- 
mission appointed in the ‘eighties to enquire into the City 
Companies was largely composed of reformers who thought the 
Companies had no right to exist, and applications were sent in 
for the funds which it was thought would be wrested from 
them. The result, on the contrary, arrived at on a basis 
of fact was that no trusts had been better administered than 
those of the bodies attacked. It is quite possible that an 
impartial enquiry into the administration of landed property 
and the manner in which the wants of the public have been met 
by private enterprise in the past, would lead to similar results, 
and it is therefore clear policy on the part of the “ reformers ” 
to avoid the possibility of a similar mishap, and what can be a 
better reason for avoiding pitfalls than the insistence on the 
importance of time while the unusual measures adopted for the 
purposes of war form an admirable precedent for convincing 
those who do not think out the matter ? 

Our new prophets alone in the land assume that they have 
full knowledge of what will happen after the war, but we confess 
to no such omniscience. We have been told latterly that in all 
probability there will be such a demand for labour in France 
and Belgium after the war that many of those connected with 
the building trades will remain there, tempted by high wages, for 
some years after the conclusion of peace. 

The call of emigration on many is a factor which we cannot 
estimate, nor can we in the least know whether the result of the 
war will be to greatly increase the area of land under cultivation 
or not, for it is one thing to hope it will be so and quite another 
to be certain that farming will have an increased attraction for 
the individual because of a guaranteed price for wheat. We are, 
in conclusion, quite certain that all authorities now know that 
the Housing and Town Planning Act gives them an enormous 
power for dealing with their own wants, powers which may be 
exercised without the necessity of making drastic alterations 
in the existing laws. The danger which we suffer from at 
present is legislation in a hurry. An Act is often passed which 
its framers know to be imperfect and which is amended by 
further legislation shortly after it is placed on the statute books. 
For example, whether we agree with the Home Rule Act or not 
it was understood to be objected to by an important minority. 
The Act being passed modifications are seen to be necessary, 
while the supporters of the measure not unnaturally claim that 
it should be considered as a chose jugée. The impasse is the 
result of haste, and is similar to the results which would ensue 
if an architect built from his first sketches and then proposed 
alterations and improvements in the building when erected. 
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In like manner it is undoubtedly true that there is only a 
limited amount of land, and therefore there seems a broad prima 
facie case for expecting those who possess it to contribute part of 
their profits to the State so that the whole community may 
share them; but other considerations come in. Those who 
invest in land and develop it by building cannot as readily 
transfer their possessions or sell them as those who invest in 
shares, and therefore unless they have every inducement to 
speculate and develop, they tend to prefer safer investments. 
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Asmall minority of the population are willing to take the risk, 
the majority preferring to stand out of the possible profits 
and to rent the accommodation they require. This is the rock 
on which the recent Finance Act was wrecked, and the whole 
community suffers, as it always will suffer, by the results of 
hasty legislation designed to give the dog the magnificent food 
which he thinks he can snatch if he will only drop the bone he 
carries in his mouth! Though we like refreshing fruits we 
do not want more of those of 1907. 





NOTES. 


We are very pleased that the Royal Academy should 
The New R.A. have made Sir Ernest George a full Academician. 

A consideration of the character of our contemporary 
work at the time when the firm of Ernest George and Vaughan, which 
later became Ernest George and Peto, did their earlier work, will 
show us what Sir Ernest George and Norman Shaw have done for 
our domestic architecture. To a certain degree Norman Shaw’s 
influence may be described as representing the masculine element in 
design and Sir Ernest George’s the more feminine qualities of fancy 
and gracefulness, but both were essential if English domestic work 
was to escape from the weight of the cast-iron quality which seems 
to reign elsewhere in Europe up to this day. A later note has been 
given by the influence of American designers more scholarly in their 
leanings than either Norman Shaw or Sir Ernest George, but in the 
main the strength of modern English domestic architecture rests on 
the qualities imported into it by the two great designers mentioned. 
Everyone has the defect of bis qualities, and if anything the fault 
of the work of Ernest George and Peto was that it suggested too close 
a transfer of the features of old work into the modern vernacular; 
but be this as it may, it needed an artist of outstanding ability to 
produce the result, and the Academy rightly honours an architect 
who is both distinguished and loved by his fellows. 





THE recent case, Davies v. Rhondda Urban District 
War Council (Weekly Notes, April 21) appears a little 
Allowances unsatisfactory as regards those employees of local 
to Employees. authorities who enlisted on the strength of an 
undertaking that a money payment would be made 
to them to compensate for the loss of salary. In October, 1914, an 
employee, a certificated head teacher in the Council Schools, enlisted, 
the Council in the previous September having passed a resolution to 
the effect that employees should be granted leave of absence and 
should receive full civil pay, less a deduction on account of army or 
wavy pay or allowances. In 1916 an Act of Parliament was passed 
enabling local authorities to make such arrangements, and this Act 
was retrospective in its effects. On November 12,1915, the Council 
passed a resolution rescinding the original resolution and introducing 
a new scheme under which it appears that army and navy pay 
and allowances were to bear a fixed proportion to civil pay, #.e., two 
thirds. This scheme being less feveunible to the plaintiff, he, in this 
action, claimed remuneration under the original resolution, but the 
Court held that as that resolution had been rescinded the Act did 
not entitle him to claim civil pay under its terms, as there was no 
contract, and even had there been one it would have been ultra vires. 
There is no suggestion that there was any breach of faith in the 
matter nor is it stated in the report what the monetary difference 
between the two schemes print to, but there is a natural feeling 
of regret that any man enlisting in the early stages of the war 
should have the least reason to feel dissatisfaction. 





Tre Exhibition of the Royal Society of Painters in 


The Royal Water Colours forms a pleasing oasis in a world of 
Society of strife, and if some of the subjects shown seem a little 
Painters in wanting in incident, there is a very large amount of 
Water- careful, conscientious and pleasing work. Mr. W. 
Colours. Russell Flint, R.S.W., sends two pictures of pleasing 


topical interest and delightful in their sense of 
colour: No. 123, “The Lunch Hour,” in which, by the shore of 
a certain western island, a pleasure palace which has been converted 
into a munition factory is depicted, where the island girls are 
employed under almost idea] conditions ; the other, No. 135, “ The 
Munitioners’ Pool,” on the same island, where the workers are 
depicted bathing. “Saint Elizabeth of Thuringia and the Miracle 
of Roses,” by Miss Alice Macallan Swan, is an unusually charming 
legendary picture, and depicts the meeting of the saint and her 
husband, on has threatened her for her bounty to the poor, but 
finds the food she is carrying changed to flowers. If all legends 
were as well depicted as this, far more interest would be felt in a 
branch of art which is too often only indicative of careful research. 
Another good picture of the same genre is No. 40, “The Only Son,” 


by Miss E. Fortescue Brickdale. But, as usual, most of the sub- 
jects are landscapes, among which we may mention No. 10, “ Lone 
Glenartney,” a most eunvincing and powerful presentation of waste 
and desolation, by Mr. Robert Little, R.S.W. ; Nos. 17 and 21, 
“ Arundel Park” and “The Sussex Downs,” both good examples of 
Mr. R. Thorne Waite’s powers of depicting quiet Englisn land- 
scape ; and a fine example of Mr. Albert Goodwin’s work in No. 4, 
“The Montanverte from Chamonix.” 


In 1914 an emergency Act was passed enabling 
Patents and temporary rules to be passed to give the Board of 
Enemy Aliens. Trade powers to deal with patents granted to sub- 
jects of States at war with His Majesty. Ina recent 
case Rex r. Board of Trade—Ex parte Derry (The Times, April 20), 
an application having been made to avoid or suspend certain 
patents granted to a German subject, a rule nisi had been obtained 
by Derry, a British subject, for a writ of prohibition to issue to the 
Board of Trade that the Committee appointed by the Board had no 
jurisdiction to proceed in the matter, on the ground that the only 
evidence offered was that he was a British subject, and was one of 
the beneficial owners of the patent. Mr. Derry relied upon a 
statutory declaration made by himself, but that statutory declaration 
showed that there was a partnership deed between himself and two 
German subjects, and this deed was not produced. In these cireum- 
stances a Divisional Court held that the Committee had rightly dealt 
with the ene as the mere assertion that the benefit of the patent 
was in a British subject, unsupported by further evidence, was not 
sufficient to oust the jurisdiction of the Board of Trade. 


AN unusually interesting exhibition is that now 

Scenes and being held at the Fine Art Society’s Galleries of 
Flowers in sketches of Scenes and Flowers in Western China 
Western China and Tibet, by Mr. Reginald Farrer, whose note 
and Tibet. asking the public not to judge harshly of the pictures 

as they do not claim any artistic merit is scarcely 

necessary, for many of them, though slight sketches, are powerful 
and masterly in execution, and give us a good idea of the strange 
features of the forbidden land. The object of the expedition was to 
find new plants, and it was undertaken before the outbreak of war, in 
March 1914. On their journeys the travellers learned of the outbreak 
of war, finding the monks mounted on bulls from the Dalai Lama 
busied with day-long prayers for the passing souls of the Allied dead. 
Amongst a number of exceedingly interesting sketches we noticed 
No. 4 “The Well of Weeping Fairies,” No. 7 “The Lone Pagoda” 
on a hill top shown against a black background of rain and aouls, 
and No. 51 “On the Ja-Ling Jang,” a picturesque river scene with 
barges covered with awnings. he flower edicts number about 
fifty, and it is interesting to note that all excepting four have been 
successfully cultivated. It is very interesting to see se graphic a 
presentation of scenes and forms which have the stamp of unusual 
novelty and strangeness; the scenes and letieeentie would in 
many cases form excellent setting for illustrations of fairy stories. 


Tuts year’s Royal Academy Exhibition will have an 
The* Royal interest for architects, as the first in which photo- 
Academy graphs of architectural subjects have been admitted, 
Exhibition. tod judging by what we have seen and heard the 
innovation, which has been so long wanted, will be 
pronounced an entire and unqualified success. We shall be giving 
our usual Academy Number next week, but owing to the large 
number of excellent works submitted and our desire to do them full 
justice, we shall not as in previous years confine our illustrations to 
one issue only. We hope that in the future some reconstruction 
of the Academy galleries may be possible which will give both 
architecture and sculpture greater space, and allow, as in the Salon, 
room for the exhibition of a proportion of scale drawings of consider- 
able size; but we must be content to wait for a time, so in the 
meantime we congratulate the Council of the Royal Academy on 
what they have done to meet outside wishes. 
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TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE. 


At an ordinary meeting of the Town Planning 
Institute, held on Friday, April 20, at the Sur- 
veyors’ Institution, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. J. W. Cockrill, a paper was submitted by 
Mr. W. Rees Jeffreys on “ Road Construction 
and Improvements by Means of Town Planning 
Schemes.” 

Mr. Rees Jeffreys dealt with the matter at 
great length and in a most comprehensive way. 
He raised the question as to what was really 
meant by town planning, and said that to some 
the keynote was amenity and to others it was 
communication. Having heard the two views 
discussed, he was inclined to think the balance 
of argument was in favour of those who held 
that the basis of sound town planning was com- 
munication. That was to say, if the arterial 
roads could be provided the other things desired 
would come sooner or later. If they did not 
settls and establish their main arteries then 
the other things could not follow, because they 
would have prevented the free flow of the popu- 
lation from the centre to the outskirts. There- 
fore the question he had put to himself was 
whether they could get good and improved com- 
munications under the Town Planning Act. 
The improvement of roads and the construction 
of new dwellings were limited by financial con- 
siderations. So far as the roads were con- 
cerned, the strengthening and improvement of 
existing roads to carry the increased traffic 
would absorb and probably more than absorb 
the whole of the money which the local highway 
authorities and the State would be prepared to 
devote to this service. If this was the case, the 
construction of new roads in the future, as in the 
past, would have to depend almost entirely on 
private initiative and private capital with such 
small assistance (which might, in total, be 
practically negligible) as the public authorities 
could squeeze out of their revenues. Private 
enterprise appearea to have added during 
recent years an average of 332 miles of road and 
streets per annum to the total mileage of public 
roads maintained by local authorities in 
England and Wales. These were the roads and 
streets laid out according to the ideas of indi- 
vidual landowners and others interested in 
estate development. They had served as 
tributaries to the existing arterial roads. One 
of the questions for consideration was whether 
it was possible to provide by town planning 
schemes that this annual additional mileage 
built by private enterprise should be laid out 
under public control so as to provide alternative 
and relief thoroughfares to the existing arterial 
roads. Before an affirmative answer could be 
given, those who had some knowledge of the 
difficulties of the subject would require to be 
satisfied on the following points :—({1) Can the 
machinery of the Town Planning Acts be used to 
secure the sites for arterial roads in advance of 
building development? (2) If the answer to 
question (1) is in the affirmative, what financial 
obligations will be imposed on the town 
planning authorities? (3) As a road to be 
useful as an“ arterial ” or “ through ” road will 
require in many cases to pass through the areas 
of several authorities, can these authorities be 
induced or made to work together? (4) As 
nearly all arterial roads require special works, 
e.g., bridges over railways and rivers, for which 
the landowner cannot be reasonably expected 
to pay, where is the money coming from to pay 
for these works? To obtain the answers Mr. 
Jeffreys had made an examination of all the 
schemes approved to date with special reference 
to obligations imposed on local authorities. 
One broad result of his inquiry was that arterial 
roads could be built in town-planned areas at 
less cost than by any other machinery available. 
In other respects his enquiries were not en- 
couraging. They showed that from a practical 
point of view there were three outstanding 
difficulties which prevented the machinery of 
town planning being largely used for purposes of 
arterial road construction and improvement. 
Those difficulties were :—(1) The absence of any 
inducement for men with the necessary qualifi- 
catio imagination, driving power, and nego- 


tiating ability—to initiate and carry through 
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schemes of road construction and improvement 
under the Town Planning Act, and of any 
organisation for training and employing such 
men. (2) The financial obligations imposed 
upon the authorities, particularly the provision 
of the cost of special works and of the cost of con- 
struction in advance of building development, 
(3) The divided interests of adjoining autho- 
rities, and particularly the sharp division of 
interests between administrative counties and 
county boroughs. They were the difficulties 
which faced all those engaged on pioneer and 
constructive work—and he asked how could the 
men and money be found and used, and how 
could the opposition of existing interests be 
allayed and overcome? To meet these three 
outstanding difficulties he put forward the 
following suggestions for consideration :— 
(1) The Men.—The formation of an official or 
semi-official organisation attached to the Local 
Government Board for the training and employ- 
ment of practical town planners, whose members 
shall be available for employment by local 
authorities, the organisation to be authorised 
and encouraged to undertake pioneer work and 
promote schemes on which their members shall 
afterwards be constructively employed. (2) The 
Money.—The cost of special works and expendi- 
ture over and above what can properly be fairly 
charged to the landowner and the local authority 
to be paid by the State. (The alternative is to 
enlarge the rating areas so that the county 
boroughs and the administrative counties are 
made one rating unit for the construction and 
maintenance of arterial roads.) (3) Divided 
Local Interests.—The establishment of a per- 
manent commission on the “ Powers and 
Boundaries of Local Authorities,’”’ which shall, 
after due inquiry and negotiation with all 
interests concerned, propose to the Local 
Government Board such alterations and 
adjustments in the duties, powers and areas of 
particular local authorities as special local con- 
ditions and changing circumstances appear to 
require. Such proposals, if approved by the 
Local Government Board, with or without 
alteration, shall be embodied in a Provisional 
Order and, subject to the usual formalities, 
become law. Mr. Jeffreys also made the follow- 
ing further suggestions for the improvement of 
machinery :—(a) That county councils should 
be authorised to exercise the powers of the Town 
Planning Act, concurrently with the minor 
authorities. (6b) That land proposed for arterial 
roads may be sterilised for a period of years 
without any obligation being placed upon the 
local authority to build within that period ; and 
(c) That a reduction be made of the meetings 
and notices required by the Act and by the Local 
Government Board. 

The Chairman, Mr. E. R. Abbott (Ruislip- 
Northwood), Mr. E. Willis (Chiswick), Mr. 
H. R. Aldridge (Town Planning and Housing 
Council), Mr. F. W. Platt (Salford), Mr. R. 
Wellbye (Chalfont St. Peter’s), Professor 
Abercrombie, and Mr. Lloyd (Cardiff) took part 
in a lengthy discussion. Practically all the 
speakers viewed with favour the suggestion of 
the appointment of a Town Planning Commis- 
sion as put forward in Mr. Jeffreys’ first recom- 
mendation. There was some divergence of 
view as to the setting up of new authorities to 
deal with matters locally, but Mr. Willis and 
Mr. Platt suggested that there might with 
advantage be combinations of local authorities 
to deal with town planning, which should follow 
the lines of the river boards now in existence. 
If such bodies were formed, which would be 
composed of representatives of the existing 
local authorities, further powers might be 
conferred on them. Mr. H. R. Aldridge 
expressed the strong view that town planning 
would be made obligatory within the next five 
years, and Mr. Lioyd (who dealt with the 
particular difficulties which faced South Wales 
in the matter of town planning) urged that the 
importance of the subject should be pressed on 
the trade union leaders. Mr. Wellbye doubted 
if proper arterial roads would ever be got under 
town planning schemes ; but urged that where, 
under such schemes, main roads were provided 
for, the frontages should not be used for shops. 

The discussion was adjourned. 
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LONDON AFTER THE WAR. 


Own Friday, April 27, at the rooms of the 
Royal Society of Arts, Adelphi, Mr. Paul 
Waterhouse, F.R.I.B.A., delivered a lecture, 
illustrated with a number of excellent lantern 
slides, on — London after the War,” under the 
auspices of the London Society. Lord Burnham 
occupied the chair. 

Mr. Waterhouse said that the subject of 
London's future was a ridiculously large one to 
compress into a single lecture, and he did not 
intend to attempt it. He wished to give them 
a few informal thoughts upon some aspects of 
the responsibility of Londoners and their 
opportunities. He had the greatest sympathy 
with those unreasonable people who were 
averse to change; and if they asked him what 
to do with London, his answer, from the heart, 
but not from the head, would be—leave it 
alone. But they all knew that London very 
absolutely and definitely could not be left alone, 
and that for three reasons. First, because 
London grew; secondly, because the day 
population alse grew in a degree out of all pro- 
portion to the growth of the national town ; 
thirdly, because London decayed like other 
towns and consequently needed the constant 
replacement of old or unsuitable buildings by 
new and suitable ones ; and lastly, because the 
general growth of scientific aids to life and 
locomotion so altered the conditions of exis- 
tence that whether we liked those innovations 
or not, they came, and they affected London 
in ways which made it necessary for her guar- 
dians to see that she kept her health and 
beauty under the new rules of life. The report 
of the Royal Commission on London traffic 
issued in 1905 made it perfectly clear that 
something serious and important had got to be 
done to relieve the congestion of our roadways. 
Much had happened since that date to vary 
the conditions of the problem ; but it was still 
with them in a very acute form. He would, 
indeed, put the road problem first, because it 
was the problem whose claims called the loudest 
and whose remedies were most likely to receive 
sympathetic official and practical attention. 
He asked them not to attach too much impor- 
tance to widening—widening was not always 
a cure, and it was a remedy which was not 
always worth its cost. Let them remember 
that the concentration of roads at centres was 
not, as our forefathers thought, a good thing, 
but a very bad one indeed. They had got bad 
streets of that kind in London, at such places 
as the Elephant and Castle, St. George’s Circus, 
the south end of Tottenham Court-road, the 
north end of Kingsway, the Marble Arch, and 
Hyde Park Corner. From a traffic point of 
view, those places were a horrible failure. 
Main roads, when coming into a town, should be 
made to bifurcate, and it would be well if 
all really important crossings could be’ made 
on the over-and-under principle, such as at 
Holborn Viaduct. Passing on to the railway 
problem of London, Mr. Waterhouse said that a 
great many people thought that it would be 
facilitated by concentration. Personally, he 
was all against the suggestion of a combined 
central station uniting all the terminal lines. 
He also objected, though not so strongly, to the 
notion of two combination stations—one on the 
south of London and the other north of the 
Thames. When a town was as large as London, 
concentration was a mistake. The great reason 
against a single central station was its enormous 
size. They all knew the trouble at Victoria— 
when they got there, they were not there. 
That difficulty would be immensely in- 
creased in a station at least eight or nine times 
as large. A second reason was that the road 
traffic in the neighbourhood of such a station 
would be inevitably and enormously increased, 
and traffic in general would suffer. With regard 
to the inevitable needs of the Surrey shore, 
he would like to leave that part of London as 
it was, but he knew that it could not be so 
left. Till fairly recent days, Southwark and 
Lambeth had been looked upon as almost un- 
discovered country. The long continuance of 
London Bridge as the only bri across the 
Thames leading to that part of for a 
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long time had much to do with that isolation ; 
but it was the less understandable when they 
reflected that in the seventeenth and indeed in 
the eighteenth century, the river was not what 
jit now is—a neglected waterway devoted 
indeed to trade, but existing for persons other 
than water-traders, merely as a bit of scenery 
or as a barrier. Truly, much building had been 
done in the last 100 years on the Surrey shore ; 
but it had nearly all been of a most squalid and 
dreary commercial kind, though not without pre- 
tensions to comeliness. Now, however, things 
were changing. It was gradually being realised 
that Southwark was physically and geograpl i- 
cally very near both to the West-end and to the 
fast. It needed, he thought, the courage 
and thrift of the London County Council 
finally to convince Londoners that there was 
real solid, or fairly solid. negotiable land on 
which a decent and expensive building could 
be erected awaiting conquest on the right 
bank of the river. It was now certain that 
developments would follow, and it rested with 
lovers of London to see to the following points : 
(1) That the picturesque wharves of the Surrey 
shore gave place either to new wharves and 
docks, which could be at least as stately as 
those of Amsterdam—or, if that waterside 
commerce was definitely not wanted, to stately 
buildings worthy of their amazingly fine situa- 
tion; (2) that the road tangle of the Surrey 
side was improved—not made worse ; (3) that 
the south side embankment road—if there were 
one—was designed worthily and in proper 
relation to the adjoining roads and future sites ; 
(4) that the bridge problem, including the 
inevitable death of Charing Cross railway 
bridge and the equally inevitable birth of a 
new road bridge, was properly handled; (5) 
finally, that some one or other was authori- 
tatively entrusted with the proper, complete 
and comprehensive scheming of the whole 
scheme. If they started on patch work, they 
would inevitably pay for it in discomfort, 
ugliness, and in hard—very hard—cash. If they 
had learned nothing else in this war, they 
would have learned courage ; and let them be 
courageous in that respect. Passing on to 
discuss what he termed “the melancholy of 
London Fringes,” the lecturer said that two of 
the saddest sights in any town, or around any 
town, were the gradual shabbiness with which 
such towns emerged into the country and the 
degradation of tracts within the town which had 
once been almost tolerable outskirts. He saw 
no reason why they should not get rid of those 
two blemishes; they knew that circuit roads 
were desirable and the only question debated 
between the advocates of such roads related to 
their position—what, in fact, should be the 
radius of the circle. His own view had been 
for some time that there should be a road round 
London—a road flanked by a tract of definite 
tree growth and country cultivation, which 
should choose as its course on the eastern side 
the open space provided by the still remaining 
marshes. In conclusion, Mr, Waterhouse re- 
ferred to the desirability of instituting a censor- 
ship of design in London. He said they had 
got absolutely excellent control in London 
over all structural and all sanitary problems, 
so that it was no new thing to interfere with 
the private rights of owners. He suggested that 
we were rather remiss in not seeing to it that 
reform in London was always good, and he 
thought they ought to compel themselves to see 
that there was a censorship of design for this 
great and -beautiful city. 

Mr. John Burns, M.P., said he entirely 
endorsed the opinion of Mr. Waterhouse that 
it would be a great mistake to have one huge 
central railway station for London. It would be 
pure vandalism to erect such a monstrosity in 
the neighbourhood of Covent Garden, where 
it was suggested it should be placed; and he 
shuddered to think what would be the condition 
of the streets from a traffic point of view. 
There was one thing that must appeal to all of 
them in London, though it was not often 
talked about—and that was to note how 
the commercial and industrial life of the city 
was changing. On the east, industry was 
coming nearer to the city, and it was showing a 
tendency to push through the city to the west. 
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In his opinion they had got to give some authority 
the power—he would say the London County 
Council—to determine the location of certain 
business trades and callings, or else London 
would lose all its picturesqueness and beauty. 
He was also in agreement with Mr. Waterhouse 
in his plea for a censorship of design, but that 
would not be of any use unless it was accom- 
panied by the power to determine the kind of 
trade and industry which should be carried on 
and the use to which the forecourts of houses in 
London should be put. 

On the motion of Lord Plymouth, seconded 
by Mr. Granville Smith, a vote of thanks was 
accorded to Lord Burnham for presiding ; 
and a similar compliment was paid Mr. Water- 
house, on the proposition of the chairman. 


—___ +» 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETIES. 


Nottingham and Derby Architectural Society. 

The President, Mr. Harry Gill, M.S.A., took 
the chair at the fifty-fourth annual meeting on 
April 24. The Council reported that one new 
Member had been elected and that two Members 
and one Associate have resigned. They recorded 
with sorrow the loss by death of three past 
Presidents, Messrs. W. A. Heazell, G. T. Hine, 
and W. D. Pratt; one Honorary Member, 
Mr. A. G. Webster ; and one Associate, Captain 
N. H. Pratt, 10th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, 
who fell in action. The total membership is 
now 110, viz., six Honorary Members, 60 
Members, and 44 Associates : a decrease of five 
as compared with last year. The Master 
Builders have requested the Council to agree 
to an alteration in the Conditions of Contract, 
so that payments on account may be made at 
the rate of 90 per cent. instead of 80 per cent., 
and in addition, a payment of five per cent. 
interest upon retention money. After careful 
consideration the Council decided to refer the 
matter to the Practice Committee of the R.I.B.A., 
who suggested that the present custom of pay- 
ments on account should be adhered to. The 
President of the Master Builders has since had 
an interview with the President of this Society, 
when it was mutually agreed that, in conse- 
quence of the conditions of trade now prevailing, 
architects might certify to pay 90 per cent. on 
works in progress during the continuance of the 
war ; this to be without prejudice to after-war 
conditions. The Council have kept up a regular 
correspondence with the Architects’ War Com- 
mittee, and supported a deputation from the 
R.LB.A. and the allied societies to Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain, to request that the services of 
architects over military age should be utilised 
in the national service, wherever their profes- 
sional training and experience would be of 
value to the State. The Council gave a dona- 
tion of three guineas to the Architects’ Benevo- 
lent Society. The Society again sent to the 
members serving their King and country a 
suitable greeting last Christmas. ‘The members 
of the profession were still suffering through 
the necessary restriction of private building. 
As such a large proportion of the members were 
on active service, and the majority of those 
over age were doing various kinds of war work, 
only one winter meeting has been held. No 
subscriptions had been collected from members 
serving the Colours, but notwithstanding the 
falling-off in income, the Council were able to 
shew a satisfactory balance in hand. 

The Hon. Librarian, Mr. Spencer, announced 
that several members had again very generously 
given books to the library, and a number of 
drawings, water-colours, and paintings, had 
been given to the Society by the members. 

A motion “ that the rules as to the election 
of officers be suspended and the present officers 
continue until April, 1918” was unanimously 
agreed to. 


——— 
*-—_—e 


Books Received. 

THE PLANNING OF THE Mopern Criry. 
By Nelson P. Lewis. (London: Chapman & 
Hall, Ltd. 16s. 6d. net.) 

A History oF ORNAMENT, ANCIENT AND 
Meprevat. By A. D. F. Hamlin. (London: 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd. 15s. net.) 
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ORNAMENTAL PLASTERING 
AND DECORATION. 


Mr. M. Cowran CowTan presided on April 24, 
at Painters’ Hall, over the last meeting of th: 
session of the Incorporated Institute of British 
Decorators, when Mr. F. de Jong read a paper on 

Ornamental Plastering and Decoration.” 

Mr. F. de Jong first dealt with the use of 
plaster by the Egyptians in the Pyramids, som: 
3,000 to 3,500 B.c., and said the plaster used 
by them in their finest work was derived from 
burnt gypsum, and was therefore exactly the 
same as what was now called plaster of Paris, or 
sulphate of lime. He referred to the extensive 
use of the material by the Greeks and Romans 
and to the extremely rich decorative work of the 
Moors, who revived decorative art in Spain in 
the eighth century. Touching next on the 
revival of the art of stucco and plaster work in 
Italy at the end of the fourteenth century h: 
illustrated a number of the finest examples of 
the artists of the Renaissance period. Coming to 
France, he showed examples of plaster work at 
Fontainebleau, the Louvre and Versailles exe- 
cuted between 1529 and the first half of the 
nineteenth century. With regard to plaster 
work in England he exhibited slides of the 
ceiling in Cardinal Wolsey’s closet at Hampton 
Court, which he thought must have been done by 
an Italian artist. During Elizabeth’s prosperous 
reign in the latter half of the sixteenth century, 
a remarkable development of domestic archi- 
tecture and corresponding elaboration and 
luxury of internal work occurred in England, 
and many mansions were built by the wealthy 
in different parts of the country. It was not 
until this time that plaster work was carried out 
to any extent by English plasterers in a style 
of their own. Their designs were no doubt 
influenced by the later Gothic designs of ribbed 
vaulting and tracery work. The work con- 
sisted principally of single plain ribs and 
pendants, as shown in the Sizergh Hall room, 
Westmorland, possibly completed about 1575, 
and also in the Bramhall ceiling and others. 
The earliest work was very crude and the 
modelling very clumsy and inartistic, both in 
ornament and especially where figure work was 
attempted, owing no doubt to lack of artistic 
training of the plasterers, or the work being very 
often carried out by the village craftsmen. In 
the early seventeenth century a marked im- 
provement, both in design and execution, was 
to be noticed in the ceilings. Mr. de Jong pro- 
ceeded to show how plaster work was influenced 
in England by Inigo Jones, John Webb, and 
Grinling Gibbons, the latter of whom executed 
much work under the orders of Wren. Amongst 
the ceilings shown on the screen was that of the 
Board Room of the New River Co., executed 
under the direction of Wren in 1693, and which 
was to be restored in the new building now 
being erected for the Metropolitan Water 
Board. 

The author also touched at some length on the 
work of the Brothers Adam. In conclusion he 
said the decorative work carried out in past 
centuries and the examples left by the early 
Greeks still served as lessons in everything 
appertaining to decorative art. The revival 
of the Italian Renaissance was full of good 
examples to follow, or to serve as inspiration to 
the decorator, as most of the marvellous 
decorations at that period were executed by 
men who not only studied decoration, but were 
equally well trained in architecture, modelling, 
and painting, which no doubt was the reason 
of their success. It was of the greatest impor- 
tance that decorators should have a good 
knowledge of architecture as far as proportion 
was concerned, and all decorative work, whethe! 
in modelled relief or painting, should be sub- 
servient to the architectural features. No 
doubt the most successful decorative schemes 
were those which had received due consideration 
by the decorator as to the architectural lines 
to be emphasised, or which had been carefully 
studied between the architect, sculptor, and 
painter. Of late years there had been a very 
great improvement in the decorative treatment 
of large buildings, and a good many of the 
present day architects took a keen interest in 
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educating the public in good architectural 
decorative schemes. The recognition of the 
adaptability of fibrous plaster had led to its 
adoption in buildings of very considerable 
importance. Its lightness, rapidity of manu- 
facture, modelling, and casting while the 
building was in progress, the non-inflammable 
nature of its materials, its perfect dryness when 
fixed, all helped in the general use of this mode 
of beautifying and furnishing the interiors. 
For elaborate or intricate work, where domes, 
spandrils, pendentives, or groined work was 
introduced, it was often desirable to make small- 
seale models of these portions, which were of 
great advantage both to the architect and the 
decorator, to judge of its proposed effect, and 
to arrive at a satisfactory result. Unless they 
purposely desired to make or to imitate some old 
interior he greatly deprecated the idea of 
imitating the quaint modelling found in some 
of the early examples. Some seemed to look 
upon all old work as perfect, which was cer- 
tainly not the case. They should endeavour 
to follow the good specimens, or even endeavour 
to improve or create fresh ideas or styles. The 
New Art style had some good foundations ard 
often pleasing lines, but it soon became so 
vulgarised by such strange contortions that it fell 
into bad repute. There is, however, still some 
sign of life in it suitable to be used in a restrained 
form. For decorative purposes it was almost 
always necessary to conventioralise to a certain 
extent in whatever was represented. Over- 
elaboration or over-crowding with ornament 
was also to be avoided; and by concentrating 
some bits of interesting modelling in certain 
parts, and leaving some portions plain, a rest 
was given to the eye, and a far more artistic 
and refined result was produced. There was 
also a great tendency to keep the plaster work 
finished white, which, to a certain extent, was 
fairly safe and correct in some cases ; but, on 
the other hand, it often looked unfinished, and 
a well-thought-out colour scheme gave a far 
richer and more complete appearance to the 
interior. 

Messrs. Shuffery, J. Scott, Hindley, Green, 
Sibthorpe, Beaumont, and De Beaupré, and the 
Chairn an took part in the subsequent discussion, 
and a vote of thanks was accorded to the author. 





—_— 
-_ 


Architectural Association of Ireland. 


The annual general meeting of the Architec- 
tural Association of Ireland took place on the 
26th ult. at 15, South Frederick-street, Dublin. 
The outgoing President, Mr. H. G. Leask, and 
the incoming President, Mr. Edwin Bradbury, 
were successively in the chair. Mr. Leask first 
announced that the officers and committee for 
the session 1917-1918 had been chosen by 
ballot as follows :—President, Edwin Bradbury ; 
Vice-President, Louis F. Giron; ‘ommittee, 
H. Allberry, G. F. Beckett, A. E. Jones, W. 8. 
Keatinge, H. G. Leask, H. J. Lundy, G. G. Lynes, 
B. O'Callaghan, and L. O'Callaghan; Hon 
Treasurer, W. G. Clayton; Hon. Librarian, 
T. L. Cullimore ; Hon. Secretaries, W. A. Dixon 
and W. H. O’Donell. Hon. Auditors, J. H. 
Webb and F. G. Hicks. 

Mr. Bradbury proposed that the Association 
should adopt the report and statement of 
accounts. He said that the members must 
all agree that, considering the conditions of the 
last two or three years, the Association had 
done well. He thought that this was owing 
to the work of the President and the other 
responsible officers. The attendance at the 
classes had not been very good; the sparsity 
was accounted for by the fact that one-fifth of 
the Association’s members were actually on 
active service. This was a record of which the 
Association might well be proud. 

Mr. Holloway seconded Mr. Bradbury, and 
the Association adopted the report and state- 
ment of accounts. 

After a distribution of prizes, Mr. Bradbury 
was moved to the chair. 

On the motion of Mr. Beckett, seconded by 
Mr. Lyons, it was agreed that the Association 
should thank Mr. Leask for his presidency. 

Mr. Leask acknowledged the vote. 
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New Royal Academician. 

At a General Assembly of Academicians and 
Associates held last week, Sir Ernest George, 
A.R.A., architect, was elected a Royal Academi- 
cian; and Mr. 8. Melton Fisher, painter, was 
elected an Associate of the Royal Academy. 


The Late Mr. Farmiloe’s Estate. 

The late Mr. John Farmiloe, aged 77 years, 
of Lyndhurst-road, Hampstead, director of 
T. & W. Farmiloe, Ltd., lead, glass, colour, and 
varnish manufacturers, has left estate of the 
gross value of £84, 649. 


Florence Nightingale Memorial. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury at St. Thomas’ 
Hospital recently dedicated a memorial which 
has been erected to the memory of Miss Florence 
Nightingale. The memorial is a replica of the 
bas-relief erected in the crypt of St. Paul’s 
and unveiled by the Queen twelve months ago. 
It represents Miss Nightingale as a nurse 
attending a wounded soldier, framed in alabaster, 
and is the work of Mr. Arthur G. Walker, the 
sculptor. 

Chateau de Caulaincourt. 

To the long list of villages and buildings 
wantonly and savagely destroyed by the 
German soldiers lately in France, must now be 
added the village and fine old chateau of 
Caulaincourt, watered by the little river Omig- 
non. This was the seat of a family whose head 
is the Marquis of Caulaincourt and Duke of 
Vincenza, and some of whom were buried in 
the now wrecked chapel just outside the village. 
The chateau, having been robbed of its garniture, 
pictures, tapestries, and other priceless treasures, 
was then utterly shattered by explosives ; even 
vases and sculptured figures in the gardens and 
around the lake were not spared. 


“A Thousand and One Uses for Gas.’’ 

Hygienic refuse disposal is the subject of the 
April issue of “ A Thousand and One Uses for 
Gas,” published monthly by the British Com- 
mercial Gas Association, of 47, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, 8S.W. 1. The issue describes how 
refuse should be daily totally consumed by 
fire on the premises on which it is produced, 
with the aid of specially-designed gas apparatus 
or the coke furnaces commonly used for water- 
heating, and it is suggested that local authorities 
would find it profitable to offer some rebate 
to householders thus sanitarily destroying their 
domestic refuse. The Secretary of the Associa- 
tion will send a copy post free to any of our 
readers if the paper is mentioned. 


Glasgow and Housing. 


The Special Committee of the Corporation 
of Glasgow on Housing and General Town 
Improvement met recently in the City Chambers, 
Glasgow, to consider the question of the type of 
houses to be erected on the ground belonging 
to the city in Garngad-road. The Committee 
had before them plans prepared by the Master of 
Works showing various types of houses which 
could be built, and also a report and plans 
prepared by the advisory architects, Messrs. 
Watson and Keppie. It was agreed that two- 
apartment houses with scullery and bathroom, 
and three-apartment houses with scullery and 
bathroom, should be built, the two-apartment 
houses to be on the block system, and the 
three-apartment houses to be on the balcony 
system. The question of whether shops should 
be provided was discussed, and it was decided 
that no such provision should be made. The 
City Engineer was instructed to prepare plans 
showing the details of the scheme. 


Institution of Civil Engineers. 


At the annual general meeting of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, held on the 17th inst., 
the result of the ballot for the election of 
officers was made known. The President is 
Mr. W. Barton Worthington (Derby), the Vice- 
Presidents, Mr. John A. F. Aspinall (Liverpool), 
Mr. Harry E. Jones (London), Sir John Purser 
Griffith (Dublin), Mr. John A. Brodie (Liver- 
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pool). The Council of the Institution have 
made the following awards for papers read and 
discussed during the Session 1916-1917 :— 
Telford Gold Medals to Messrs. G. W. Hum- 
phreys and J. B. Ball (London); George 
Stephenson Gold Medals to Messrs. P. V. 
O’Brien and John Parr (Perth, W.A.); Telford 
Premiums to Messrs. P. V. O’Brien (Perth, 
W.A.), J. L. Hodgson (Luton), W. Brown 
(Glasgow), and P. M. Crosthwaite (London); 
and a Crampton Prize to Mr. F. J. Waring, 
C.LE. (London). The awards for papers 
published in the Proceedings without discussion 
will be announced later. 


Stained Glass Windows. 

Three stained glass windows, recently com- 
pleted, have been exhibited by Mr. Holiday at 
his studio, prior to their being fixed in their 
permanent positions. The principal one is 
that for St. John’s Church, Yeovil, which forms 
a memorial to the late Cecil Irby Prowse, 
captain of the Queen Mary, and Brigadier- 
General Charles Bertie Prowse, D.8.0. The 
heads of two of the principal figures are por- 
traits of the gallant officers in whose memory 
this work has been executed. ‘A Virgin and 
Child ” is destined for Thorne Church, Doncas- 
ter; whilst a small window, “ Wisdom,” is to 
be fixed in St. Martin’s, Philadelphia. These 
works, we think, reach the artist’s usual high 
standard, both in composition and colour. 
The treatment of the canopy in the ‘ Virgin 
and Child” is particularly interesting; the 
usual design of the Gothic type has been 
departed from, and a somewhat carlier period 
referred to—reminiscent perhaps of the canopy 
in the window at New College, Oxford. 

Although not stained glass work, it will be 
of interest to our readers to hear that Mr. 
Holiday has recently been engaged in painting 
a new ‘ Beatrice” portrait. It is a water- 
colour drawing, with the same background as 
in the artist’s famous “* Dante and Beatrice,” 
though altered in details. In this case, too, 
‘* Beatrice” is alone, and it is a half-length 
portrait only. A cloak of magnificent colour 
lies over her shoulders and blends with the 
rich colouring generally. 


Irish Building Materials. 


At the weekly meeting of the Joint Com- 
mittee on native building materials, held at 
the offices of the Dublin Industrial Development 
Association, 9, Dawson-street, Dublin, Mr. W. 
Kaye Parry, M.A., President R.LA.L., presided. 
A letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Arts 
and Crafts Society, with reference to the recent 
deputation which waited on that Association 
for the purpose of informing its members of 
the aims of the Joint Committee, was read. 
The Arts and Crafts Society expressed itself 
in full sympathy with the work, and Mr. P. 
Oswald Reeves, A.R.C.A., Hon. Sec., wrote: 
**My Committee are glad to know that it is 
proposed to include in the permanent exhibition 
of Irish building materials and Irish workman- 
ship in the National Museum examples of the 
work of the Irish art workers, as well as that 
of commercial firms. This Society is ready to 
render such assistance as it may be able to give 
in an endeavour to make a successful feature 
of the representation of Irish arts and crafts. 
On considering what form of assistance the 
Society could offer in this connection, my 
committee think the exhibition they will be 
holding during June and July may be useful 
in affording an opportunity for the selection 
of examples for the permanent exhibition. The 
Society could also supply particulars of the 
art workers who should be represented. They 
will be ready to consider any questions that may 
be referred to them, and generally to co-operate 
with your Joint Committee in the interests of 
the art workers.” The letter was considered 
most satisfactory, and that the assistance 
of .the Society will be of the utmost value. 
Meanwhile, the exhibits of stone, slate, bricks, 
and other building materials are being added 
to daily at the Museum, and in a short time it 
is hoped that a really comprehensive display 
of Irish materials used in the construction and 
decoration of buildings will be on view. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Barclays Bank, Esher. 


HESE premises have been re- 
cently erected on a portion of 
the Esher Park Estate, front- 
ing the Portsmouth-road. The 
elevations are of mottled and 
red bricks supplied by Messrs. 
Lawrence, of Bracknell, the 

stone used being Chilmark. The roofs are 

covered with Broseley tiles. The internal 
fittings are mahogany, and were carried out 
by Samuel Elliott & Sons, Ltd., of Reading. 

The general building contractors were Messrs, 

H. G. & A. Osman, of Oxshott, Surrey; the 

architect being Mr. Ralph Low, F.R.I.B.A., of 

10, Basinghall-street, E.C. 

















A Summer House Attributed to Sir Christopher 
Wren. 


The measured drawing and sketch shown are 
of a summer house attributed to Wren, and 
built in the year 1672, on Crooms Hill, facing 
Greenwich Park, some 300 yards west of the 
Royal Observatory. 

The plan is peculiar for its shape, and the 
west elevation for its construction, there being 
no evidence of the existence of a brick arch, 
the weight of the superstructure over the semi- 
circular opening being carried by a wood lintel 
at the level of the crown, while the two brick 
spandril pieces rely for their support upon the 
frail lath and plaster “ arch” under, with the 
result that the crown of the “ arch” has fallen 
away. 

The ceiling shown dotted on plan and section 
is elaborately modelled in plaster, and is in a 
good state of preservation, but all the woodwork 
is in an advanced stage of wet rot, and Messrs. 
Bar ister Fletcher & Sons, FF.R.LB.A., FF.S.L, 
architects, of 29, New Bridge-street, E.C., 
have received instructions to take temporary 
precautionary measures with a view to com- 
pletely restoring the building at a later date. 


Town Hall, Ypres, from a drawing by 
Mr. Hanslip Fletcher. 


Premises, Artillery Lane, London, E.C., 
by Messrs. Wheat and Luker, Architects. 
Room at Clifford's Inn. 

This drawing. by Mr. Hanslip Fletcher, is 
unique in showing the room in its original 
position, and it was made before demolition. 
rhe room is now at South Kensington Museum. 
Mr. Fletcher has been drawing London for the 
past 30 years, and has made a collection 
of drawings of buildings which have since 
disappeared. 


Design for L.C.C. War Memorial. 


The conditions of the” competition gave a 
maximum height for the monument and stated 
that it must not be of such bulk as to obscure 
the main entrance to the building. A cross 
was also suggested as ‘part. These conditions 
determined the type of the design; the details 
were also kept small, so as not to compete with 
the building, 
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As an empty cross has little meaning except 
for those who love the crucifix, and as the 
representation of the supreme sacrifice seemed 
a more appropriate memorial to those who have 
given their lives, 1 decided to make the crucifix 
the dominant feature. 

Of the emblematic figures below, the upper 
tier are symbols relating to war; while the 
lower ones, relating to social life, of which the 
great civic building represents an important 
part, are “ Fortitude,” ‘“‘ Temperance,” and 
‘* Victory.” The plan is a hexagon. 

The architectural portion would have been 
Purbeck stone and the figures in bronze. 

CLEMENCE W. JEwiTT. 


Design for Facade for Fine Art Publishers. 


’ The fundamental idea in this design was to 
produce a design expressing on exterior some- 
thing of the very high-class character of the 
business carried on within. To suggest wealth 
and connoisseurship, with all that that entails 
in the way of refined and restrained taste, was 
the ideal aimed at. Long first floor windows 
express the gallery behind. 
H. Grecory. 


Site Memorial to Lord Roberts (Unfinished 
Design). 

A small hill (which I totally enclose by a high 
wall) in flat country selected as a site, over- 
looking barracks and military training ground, 
which I lay out around it. Passing through the 
entrance gateway, one crosses an enclosed (open 
to the sky) colonnade, connecting the two sides 
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of the military training ground, and immediat« 
confronted by a long flight of steps rising } 
stages (equestrian statue of the late Lor 
Roberts in centre of flight) to, at the top, 
wide terrace (with seats commanding views ov: 
the military training ground and barracks lyi: 
below), running the full length of a rectangu 
plateau, three sides enclosed by covered colon 
nade composed of square pilasters, separated b 
sculptured panels of military subjects; cent: 
of plateau occupied by a small chamber (con- 
taining relics of the late earl) from the roof of 
which rises the fluted column, the culminatin, 
feature, som? ninety feet high. 
H. Grecory. 
0 


The Rebuilding of Dublin. 

We understand that the Joint Committee 
of the Royal Institute of the Architects of 
Ireland and tHe Dublin Industrial Develop- 
ment Association at its last meeting, held 
at the offices of the D.I.D.A., 9, Dawson- 
street, Dublin, unanimously adopted th: 
following resolution: “ Arising out of the 
minutes having reference to the use of 
Irish stone, the Committee learned with 
great regret that it is proposed to adopt red 
brick frontages in the rebuilding of Sackville- 
street, including banks and other important 
buildings. The Committee consider that 
such a treatment would be quite unworthy 
of the city and the occasion, and that Irish 
stone exclusively should be used in the 
facades. With due care and economy 
this improvement need not of 
materialiy increase the expenditure.” 
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MEMORIAL TO LORD ROBERTS. 


By Mr. H. Grecory. 
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“Old Hammersmith.” By 


THE ART OF 
FRANK BRANGWYN, A.R.A. 


WHEN the historian of the future writes his 
critical treatise on social conditions in England 
anterior to the great war, he will find ample 
material for a®’chapter on the position of the 
arts during the first decade of the twentieth 
century. We are too close to the canvas at 
present to understand its meaning. Even if 
the curious halation, which prevents 
scrutiny, could be overcome, few are in a position 
to understand or appraise at their true value 
contemporary events, which change with the 
rapidity of a kaleidoscope. Three years ago 
England suffered from a surfeit of luxury ; 
there were all the surface indications of decad- 
ence. Architecture, sculpture, and painting, 
reflected the careless indifference which 
appeared to stultify the nobler traits of national 
character. A minority, gifted with prophetic 
instinct, spoke words of strange pregnancy, 
bearing on the trash that passed muster for 
artistic endeavour. Their remarks were almost 
unheeded at the time, for such was the smug 
satisfaction, combined with affectation, the 
unbridled pursuit of wealth, the segregation of 
classes, and, worse, the unhealthy erotic ten- 
dencies, that the majority had no thought to 
give to that which constitutes the whole essence 
and refinement of living. The first clash of 
war ended the illusion; the shock was abrupt, 
but the climax has been reached and the pros- 
pect of a national revival of taste is as certain 
as victory. Such is the persistency of the 
English for conservative methods that nothing 
short of international carnage could dispel the 
seales from eyes blinded by a century of pros- 
perity. It is becoming generally understood 
that art in England has been masquerading in 
an ill-fitting costume, adjudged by the mass of 
the public to be a species of holiday mantle 
easily put off or on. The majority of artists are 
unfortunately not imbued with any particular 
zeal for their profession; their ambitions 
centre about making money and enjoying 
fleeting notoriety. There has been little or no 
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collaboration between architects, sculptors, and 
painters ; 


no abstract movements of splendid 


FRANK BRANGWYN, 


impulse, soaring into the aether of ideals, yet 
possessing the full colour and subtlety of intel 
lectual inspiration. It has been the fashion to 
sneer at the eighteenth century while viewing 
the performances of the masters of the English 
school as being the outward and virible signs 
of pedantry and pomposity. Because artists 
a century ago turned to the works of antiquity 
for inspiration, and engendered new ideas for 
the furtherance of their labours, like methods 
have been decried as unsuitable to the com- 
plexities of this machine-directed age. Fortun- 
ately, a new spirit is at work, called forth by the 
discipline of war. Wealth is to decrease in 
value; education and intellectual training are 
to be raised to a higher platform; poverty is 
to chasten the nation, and we are to realise that 
poverty is the mother of the arts. Such is the 
preamble of this article. It is not intended 
to be altogether condemnatory, neither does 
it discount the value of what has been achieved, 
even during the past years, by a few artists 
representative of the great divisions of creative 
impulse. fut the measure of progression in 
the cult of the beautiful invariably lies in the 
aspect of artistic expression a8 a whole, and 
not in any incidental or isolated manifestation 
of it. The new dawn is to herald a period of 
thought in which the great truths of th» ages 
will be recognised and adapted; but the time 
for local revivals is past ; it is even to be hoped 
that the trade in antiques, whether of pictures 
or other objects of art, will be limited to the 
acquisition of specimens for national museums. 
For it is an undeniable fact that the market 
value of such articles is generally factitious. 
When the Royal Academy was iounded in 
the second half of the eighteenth century, the 
moment was propitious for the masters who 
directed taste to amalgamate their forces and 
work towards a common end. There ensued 
a period when certain moderating principles, 
common to the practice of every branch of 
art, seemed to support and relieve each demon- 
stration ; in other words, to produce a standard 
of consistency and taste which the critics of 
to-day are pleased to term “ a pale reflection ” 
of the Italian school. The eighteenth century, 
it is true, had its limitations ; it represented the 
apex of the pyramid whose foundations had 
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been placed in position during the adventurous 
Elizabethan age. This edifice lent”cool shade 
to the first quarter of the last century; but as 
the years fled the climate changed, andthe 
artists lost their instinct of balance and pro- 
portion. No true exponent of art wishes for 
any other period than that in which he lives. 
If he is gifted with more than ordinary percep- 
tion he realises that the outlook of the old 
masters was simpler, their works bold by reason 
of inherent simplicity, and perhaps on that 
account more readable than the obsessions of 
modern thought. But he should comprekend 
that scholarship is a powerful aid to creative 
impulse and that his range of study has increased 
tenfold. To-day the rich panorama of English 
art, from the sixteenth to the nineteenth cen- 
tury, is open for inspection. We can study it 
from a plateau hitherto inaccessible. There 
are outstanding landmarks, giant figures and 
productions of classified talent. Architecture, 
sculpture, and painting occupy well defined 
positions. There is the smoke of the industrial 
epoch, the metallic toys of revivified romance, 
and the tinkling bells of the latter-day saints. 
Everything appears in cameo definition. In 
the middle distance, architects are seen pro- 
ducing buildings to rule; the painters are 
busily portraying beautiful women; and the 
sculptors shaping and pieceing cold marble. 
Life during the past three centuries ebbed and 
flowed with monotonous precision; groups of 
historians, novelists, poets and statesmen 
interpret events in rotation; monarch succeeds 
monarch; while mechanical inventions add a 
beat to the pulse of humanity and fresh myriads 
spring into existence. But we look in vain 
for the artists who took the measure of the 
scene in its entirety and recorded such momen- 
tous happenings on the walls of the public 
buildings. The truth is, perhaps, unpalatable. 
England has never been sympathetic to decora- 
tive painting; the Victorian public, swathed 
in frock-coats, silk-hatted, and well-fed, puritani- 
cally religious, and impervious to all but the 
throb of industry in which it was absorbed, 
distrusted those who ventured to suggest that 
a compliment should be paid to the spirit of 
the age. England has produced thousands of 
fifth-rate architects, sculptors, and painters, 
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and a few of outstanding genius. With all the 
progress she has made and despite the vaunted 
education, the foundation of colleges and 
schools for the promotion of art, she has con- 
sistently avoided encouraging the pictorial 
rendering of the most interesting aspect of her 
existence, namely, her industry and commerce. 

Only since Mr. Frank Brangwyn stirred the 
country with his enormous paintings has it been 
realised what a vast field lies open for explora- 
tion by English artists. Other painters have 
timidly followed in his footsteps, and a very 
small percentage of public buildings have been 
decorated in colour; but still the movement 
remains tentative and almost unrecognised. 
The Royal Academy, always dilatory as an 
educational body, has taken no adequate 
measures to encourage students to make 
decorative painting an especial study. Archi- 
tects are nervous of allowing an artist to com- 
plement their work with pictures in imaginative 
vein, and no attempt is apparent on the part of 
other bodies to augment this branch of decora- 
tive art which lies midway between the systems 
of architecture and sculpture. At the recent 
Arts and Crafts Exhibition the public were con- 
fronted with certain examples of mediocre 
colour decoration, which, considering the 
exalted status of the artists, were pathetic, both 
as regards poverty of inspiration and lack of 
imaginative quality. There were insipid repro- 
ductions of Burne Jones fantasies, attempts to 


render Swinburnian rhapsedies in tempera, 
intriguing absurdities such as those by 


Mr. Augustus John, and banal compositions 
playing the sedulous ape to the cartoons of 
Michelangelo. All lacked the breadth of 
humanity, that beautiful essence of purity of 
thought and idea representative of life which is 
at once intimate and detached, but which is so 
harmonic in its rendering that even the 
uninitiated can grasp its meaning at first glance. 
It is somewhat anomalous that the fame of Mr. 
Brangwyn, while well known to the public of 
America and Europe, should remain under a 
cloud so far as the average Englishman is 
concerned. Yet here is a painter who is a 
great artist, and one schooled in the traditions 
and technique of the past, who has studied the 
foundations of Italian Art and has imbibed his 
grammar from the great Masters who have 
preceded him, lacking opportunity to enrich the 
monuments of his native land. There can be no 
conspiracy against the employment of the 
artist to supplement the work of the architect, 
neither can the patron be aware of the rare 
possibilities of such a combination ; the apathy, 
which is more than regrettable, is only to be 
attributed to the general timidity of the archi- 
tect, who acts as arbiter elegantiarum to his client 
anent the introduction of masses of colour 
decoration within his building. Questions of 
architectural style can have very little to do 
with this attitude, for Mr. Brangwyn’s style is 
individual, and always subordinate to any 
expression that could be sanctioned architec- 
turally. His instinct for style is typical of the 
man: an attribute of his perspicacity and 
clarity of thought. His methods being based 
upon time-honoured principles, have in turn 
rivalled them ; he has played upon the musical 
seale of their possibilities and has evolved new 
harmonies of thought and action. Both in 
painting and tempera Mr. Brangwyn’s skill 
opens up a splendid perspective of colour decora- 
tion as an adjunct to the cold frigidity of modern 
building. The foregoing remarks do not imply 
that this artist is limited to certain formalities 
in his schemes of decoration; his colour sense 
proclaims him to be a master of the first rank, 
but he is also a draughtsman of consummate 
skill and his pictorial compositions are without 
compeer. 

Mr. Brangwyn’s works in London on a large 
scale have been limited, unfortunately, to 
decorations such as the friezes at the offices of 
the Grand Trunk Railways, and the remarkable 
panels at the Skinners’ Hall. Not a single new 


theatre has been entrusted to his care for 
decorative treatment, and such is the over- 
weening parsimony of municipal authorities 
that a sum is never allowed for painted decora- 
tion when a new town hail is projected. 


It is 


THE BUILDER. 


little to be wondered at that artists as a body 
have lacked courage to follow Mr. Brangwyn as 
a master when patronage is lacking. No 
wonder the younger men prefer to work labori- 
ously on potboilers when they could with greater 
advantage turn their energies towards the 
painting of decorative panels, which in time 
would appear as so many records of contem- 
porary history. 

It is more than regrettable that a man 
of Mr. Brangywn’s genius should not be recog- 
nised by the Government and made the head of 
a great national school of decorative painting. 
When we think of the trials this country has 
been subjected to in the last three years, of 
the heroic deeds performed by the army and 
navy, the sacrifices of the population, and the 
vast efforts made to defeat the enemy in all 
parts of the world, the question arises—who is 
to depict such lessons for the benefit of posterity ? 
Is the task to devolve solely on the historian, 
or will it be left to the ticking of thousands of 
kinematographic machines? With subjects 
such as the foregoing a host of trained painters 
could find employment for years, but few have 
received sufficient training. Mr. Brangywn 
might improvise a battalion or two; but his 
valuable time would be taken up shaping the 
material. He alone is the man most fitted for 
the task, but even his herculean strength would 
not suffice to deal with the host of commissions 
which the public have every right to demand. 
In a few months, the question of war memorials 
will be under discussion by municipalities as 
well as by persons in private life. Are we to 
see a plethora of statues dotting the country ? 
Are the restful parish churches to be spotted 
with an epidemic of marble and bronze tablets ? 
It will be understood from these remarks that 
colour decoration treated with the artistry of 
a Brangywn could be introduced to enhance the 
beauty of many a noble building. If this policy 
were adopted the present age would mark an 
epoch in the taste of the nation. There are 
already signs of revolt against a repetition of 
the monuments that registered the Boer War. 
The possibilities of modern colour decoration, 
in the form of tempera and oil paintings, are to 
be seen at their best at the Hall of the Skinners’ 
Company, where Mr. Brangywn has contrived 
a background to the history of the Guild. 
There is no trace of antiquarian pedantry in 
any of the artist’s works ; the impression they 
give is a reposeful patterning of colours, a 
composition of figures and accessories in massed 
harmonies of design. Yet it is easy for the 
merest tyro to read any of the pictures. 

The student who approaches Mr. Brangwyn’s 
work will not only be struck with the intrinsic 
beauty of his designs—be they individual panels 
or running schemes—as well as the appropriate 
grouping of the compositions together with 
the precise historical interpretations of the 
artist, but he will also realise the wonderful 
unity pervading the designs. This is the real 
secret of the artist’s methods ; he conceives his 
design, not as isolated incidents for each panel, 
but as a continuous piece of decoration in 
which individual scenes fall rhythmically into 
place and seem to fortify the pictorial and 
decorative effect. The result is convincing, the 
scale is re-assuring, and the treatment is restful 
and unassertive. Yet it is impossible to forget 
the first impressions such well balanced judgment 
and reticent taste inspire, for Mr. Brangywn’s 
work continues to haunt the mind with 
the fragrance and vivacity of intellectual 
sensation. 

If, as many people opine, we are to enter upon 
another period of national prosperity when the 
dreadful events of war are over, let it be re- 
membered that our own house needs to be 
purged of the cheap and tawdry insincerities 
which have so long disfigured its recesses. No 
longer must the machine enslave us; it is our 
bounden duty to control the machine and make 
it subservient and responsive to the best 
aspects of life. We must look to our archi- 
tecture, sculpture and painting ; these systems 
must be raised to the status of works of national 
importance; and with regard to the artist, 
if we care for the lamp we must supply it 
with oil. 
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STATE INTERFERENCE WITH 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 


Our summary of the proposals of 
National Housing and Town Planning ( 
relative to a national housing and t. 
planning policy and our leading article ther 
have aroused widespread interest amo) 
our readers, and particularly amongst may. 
facturers of building trade materials 
appliances; and as the result of suggestions 
made a meeting of firms likely to be adver 
affected by some of the proposals was convened 
at the Builder office on Friday last. The mect 
ing was intended to have been of a privat. 
nature, but as many of those invited, but wh, 
were unable to be present, wrote expressing the 
hope that they would see an account of the pr: 
ceedings, we give a report of the chief point 
raised. 

Mr. .H. W. Wills (Editor of the Builder) 
took the chair, and, at the request of the meeting, 
explained the position, and read letters which 
had been -received from several well-known 
builders and manufacturing firms. One promi- 
nent London builder wrote: “ If architects, 
builders and manufacturers allow this scheme to 
fructify without determined opposition it will 
be a thousand pities, and will bring ruin and 
disaster to thousands of firms.’’ The matter to 
which opposition had been aroused was the pro 
posals approved at a special conference of the 
National Housing and Town Planning Council, 
held at Oxford, and which were published in the 
Builder of April 20. The chief danger was in 
regard to the series of resolutions passed in con- 
nection with the adequate supply of building 
materials and the standardisation of component 
parts. Those resolutions were as follows : 


1. That towards the end of the war, when 
the great Government factories will still be 
kept “in being,” but when the outputof shells 
will be slackened off, the workmen in these 
factories should be employed, where possible, 
in making the fittings needed for after-the- 
war schemes, 

2. That towards the end of the war, when 
the general rate of production of munitions of 
war is slackening off in controlled establish- 
ments, a certain number of these shall be em 
ployed in making fittings for the production 
of which they are normally equipped. 

3. That so far as the materials for working- 
class homes are concerned, the industries de- 
voted wholly or in part to the production of 
building materials should be controlled by the 
Government, and in order to set these indus- 
tries working at full pressure at the earliest 
possible moment, such industries as those of 
brick-making, cement-making, and quarrying 
should be regarded as key industries, and 
workmen from these industries at present in 
the Army should be demobilised before work- 
men in other industries. Further, as the 
Government will still control the collieries, 
brick and cement manufacturers should be 
supplied with coal at the lowest possible prices 
relative to the cost of production. 

4. That bulk orders for bricks, cement. 
stone and building materials generally shall 
be given, at prices to be determined by the 
Government, for groups of areas in which 
housing schemes, both rural and urban, are to 
be carried into effect. 

A further resolution was passed asking that 
the Government should continue some measur‘ 
of control throughout the year following the war 
in regard to the character of the buildings to be 
erected. For example, dwellings for the 
working classes should be given precedence over 
picture palaces,even though the latter might be 
more remunerative as an investment. 

A speaker said that what it really seemed to 
come to according to these people, was that the 
building trade was to be controlled after the war, 
and that the enormous number of factories 
erected for the making of munitions were to be 
utilised for making of materials for these 
standardised buildings. He should oppose such 
an idea strongly. Competition was quite sufli- 
cient to keep prices in check. He objected 
further on the grounds that labour would be 
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an important thing after the war, whilst the 
adoption of such a scheme would mean the 
absolute elimination of individuality, It would 
mean that there would be no scope for the archi- 
tect or the builder or the iron men or anyone 
else, whilst it was suggested that the scheme 
should be carried out with national money. 

The Chairman said the danger of the proposals 
was twofold. First there was the direct damage 
caused by the stoppage of certain work which 
would otherwise go on. That was work in 
which private money was invested and which 
- had been held up during the war. They had 
to bear in mind that after the war everyone 
engaged in building would have to pay increased 
rates of interest for borrowed money. There 
would be the heavy burden of taxation and 
in all probability municipalities would not be 
inclined to spend money lavishly. Those were all 
circumstances which would tend to the reduc- 
tion of the amount of building done. If in 
addition private persons were to be interfered 
with in the way suggested, they would prefer to 
put their money into investments which could 
not be touched rather than into building enter- 
prises. 

Asked if the National Housing and Town 
Planning Council was in any way an Cfficial 
body, the Chairman said it was a self-constituted 
body, but there were many people connected 
with it in different capacities who were well known 
throughout the country. What the Council 
would probably say to the Government was this : 
“We have had a great many meetings, culminat- 
ing in the conference at Oxford, at which 
prominent members of the building industry 
and prominent architects were invited to be 
present, and after mature deliberation we agreed 
on thefollowing programme which we put before 
the Government.” 

A member of the meeting asked if the Chair- 
man had done anything in the matter besides 
inserting articles in the Builder (which he said 
they all greatly appreciated) and calling together 
the conference. 

The Chairman said he had sent letters to the 
Federation of Master Builders, the London 
Master Builders’ Association, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, the Surveyors’ Institution, 
the Auctioneers’ Institute, the Manchester 
House Property Owners’ Association, and a 
number of the engineering associations. He 
had communicated with fifteen bodies. 

Questioned as to what he considered the 
position of the builder in the matter, the 
Chairman said the proposals of the Housing and 
Town Planning Council were very large but 
very ill defined. Apparently they would stop 
all private enterprises which would hinder the 
immediate provision of cottages. They did 
not care whose interests they trampled on. 
They did not want individual builders to provide 
the cottages, but their idea was that the munici- 
palities should take it in hand under a cut-and- 
dried Government scheme. Then they wanted 
the materials at the lowest possible cost price, 
and this they thought could be obtained by hav- 
ing the manufacturing firms under Government 
control. 

A speaker remarked that if the materials were 
manufactured under Government control they 
would cost more than if they were obtained from 
an independent works. At the same time it was 
not fair to prevent people being employed in 
one industry so that they might be used to set 
up a fresh industry. 

The Chairman said he pointed out at the 
Oxford meeting that individual competition in 
the country would enable materials to be obtained 
at the lowest price, and Mr. Smethurst, a past 
president of the National Federation of Building 
Trade Employers expressed the same view. 

The representatives of a manutacturing firm 
asked whether in respect to standardisation of 
component parts they were not in certain things 
already committed. Standardisation of bricks 
and other things was going on apace. 

The Chairman said they were not opposed to 
that. It was only reasonable to get as much 
out of standardisation as could be got. He did 
not think that would affect architects a great 
deal. The question before them was how they 
should meet what he considered was a piece of 
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pure and simple socialism. It was admitted 
that all of them had to supply what the public 
wanted, and the question was should the 
individual supply it or should it be supplied by 
the Government. : 

Another speaker said he agreed that it was 
for them to supply what the public wanted, 
although he was bound to say that in the past, 
at least so far as export trade was concerned, 
the British manufacturer was too apt to say, 
‘ You will have to take this; this is what we 
make.”’ Certainly they ought to take every 
step possible to prevent the Government taking 
control of building and supplying the building 
material of the country after the war. 

The Chairman said of course the thing would 
never have come up at all had it not been for 
the war. The country had seen whole indus- 
tries controlled simply because we were fighting 
for our existence. It was not a question now 
of cost but of what was necessary, and everyone 
was willing to submit to the doing away of 
individual liberty so that the end might be 
attained. But they did not want such powers 
continued after the war. 

A speaker observed that when such a scheme 
was put forward on the ground that materials 
would be obtained cheaply they had to remem- 
ber that before the war goods were cheap 
enough in all conscience. He understood that 
the idea was expressed that the great munition 


factories should be transferred and made 
national factories for the manufacture of 
building materials. There was the danger. 


Experience had shown that enterprises carried 
on by the State and the municipalities had never 
been very successful, for competition was a 
necessary factor to success. 

Considerable discussion took place as to the 
best methods to be adopted for opposing any 
scheme of the sort objected to, and several 
speakers suggested that the most satisfactory 
thing would be to press the matter on the 
various professional and trade organisations, 
and get them to take action with a view to 
pressing on the Government the fact that such 
proposals as those put forward by the Housing 
and Town Planning Council were strongly con- 
demned by the manufacturing and trading 
community. 

Several of those present promised to bring 
the subject before the societies of which they 
were members, and to communicate the deci- 
sions arrived at to the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and to the National Federation of 
Building Trade Employers. 





BOOKS. 
Bridge Engineering. By J. A. L. Wapppia, 


D.Sc., M.Inst.C.E. (New York: John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc. London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd. 
Two vols. Pp. lxxv & 2177. 42s. net.) 
BRIDGE engineering has been steadily progres- 
sive. While there is much in the science that 
is elemental and fixed, there is much more, both 
in theory and practice, which is constantly in 
course of development. Bridges in a creative 
and constructional sense begin to age from the 
day on which they are completed, and the 
progress that can be foreseen is almost un- 
bounded. Architecture, in contrast, has its 
periods of inspired work, which are not cumu- 
lative, with intervals of moderate achievement, 
and fine architecture never becomes old. This 
thesis as to the progress of bridge engineering, 
without the contrast, finds confirmation by 
direct statement and by implication in Dr. Wad- 
dell’s ‘** Bridge Engineering,” recently published. 
Those who are acquainted with Dr. Waddell’s 
work as a bridge engineer and as an author will 
expect great things of this book, and will not be 
disappointed. It is one of the best and most 
comprehensive on the subject yet published, 
and is written so well that even the technical 
reader who has no particular interest in bridge 
engineering will find it interesting. The book 
is concerned chiefly with steel bridges. . There 
is a great deal of new matter regarding them, 
and much that is not new is freshly expressed. 
Bridge engineers, therefore, who like to be just 
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shead of their fellows cannot afford to neglect 
the volumes. There are a great many chapters, 
however, which are of general and also of special 


interest to architects and builders. Of such 
are those on reinforced concrete bridges, 
foundations, piers and abutments, borings, 


wsthetics in design, estimates, office practice, 
specifications, contracts, and arbitration. The 
chapter devoted to reinforced concrete bridges 
is a long and valuable one. The formula 
necessary for the design of parts and structures 
are methodically arranged and explained, and 
there are many useful diagrams derived from 
the formula. Notes on construction work and 
specifications for design are given. The chapter 
on xsthetics in design should be of service both 
to bridge designers and to those who criticise 
their work. Designers are seldom free agents. 
But taste discovers itself in spite of limitations, 
and the entire absence of it from a structure is 
significant and only too common. Criticism, 
however, is often beside the mark. The author 
has always given full consideration to ssthetics 
in his work, and he prints a long letter in 
reference to it by the late Henry Van Brunt, who 
was an eminent American architect. The letter, 
indeed, is the text round which the chapter is 
written. 


Drying Oils. Boiled Oil and Solid and Licuid 
Driers. By Lovuts Epear Anpes. Revised 
by Herpert D. Srocks F.LC. Second 
edition revised. (Scott, Greenwood & Son. 
12s. 6d. net) 

This work, already established as the most 
complete text book on the manufacture of 
oils, varnishes, printing inks, oil cloth and 
linoleum, oil cakes, paints, &c., needs no recom- 
mendation. It covers the whole ground so 
thoroughly that neither chemist, artificer or 
merchant can fail to solve their difficulties by 
consulting it. The properties of almost every 
known oil, varnish or drier are stated, together 
with valuable data as to the many substitutes 
which are now used. 

The popular idea that in boiling oil with the 
metallic oxides the oxygen is freed and causes 
the oil to dry, is disproved. In the first place, 
the oxvgen is not set free ; and in the second, 
even if it were it would have no effect. A 
current of oxygen passed through raw linseed 
oil produced no effect. What happens is that 
the oxides unite directly with the oil and cause 
the separation of the mucilage from the oil, 
which process is sufficient to impart to the oil 
the property of absorbing oxygen from the air 
more rapidly, and this causes the oxidation 
and not the oxides. To obtain the best oil it 
should be boiled slowly for several days. English 
manufacturers now do this, but the French 
manufacturers adhere to the old period of three 
to six hours. The longer time ensures complete 
polymerisetion of the glycerides in the oil and 
the product oxidises more rapidly and when 
dry has greater elasticity. Boiled oil should be 
thin to be durable. The thicker kinds are 
produced by leaving the litharge in the oil too 
long before separating the mucilage. It thus 
hes time to combine with the free acids liberated 
in the oil, leaving a thick mixture like “ plaster 
varnish,” which dries very rapidly but bas little 
durability. 

A chapter is devoted to descriptions of the 
most modern types of oil seed stores, extraction 
presses, and seed crushing works, and is fully 
illustrated. One mill described, which has a 
capacity of about 7,500 kilos per hour, seems 
most economical to work, as, including a stoker, 
only three men are required in each shift to 
work the machinery, which has been specially 
designed with this object. With ordinary 
systems a dozen or more men per shift would 
be required. Most raw oils have to be refined, 
and, if required for paints, bleached also, but 
two processes described—Spindler’s, in which 
the crushed seed is treated with a boiling salt 
solution, and Graham’s, in which the seeds 
are lightly roasted—seem to produce pure 
fine oils requiring no further treatment. Con- 
sidering the elaborate nature of the emulsifiers, 
&c., required for refining it is not quite clear 
why these processes, which avoid such expensive 
refining, should not be generally adopted. 
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OBITUARY. 


Mr. W. Henman. 
The late” Mr. William Henman, of Messrs. 
W. Henman & T. Cooper, of Birmingham, was 
elected in 1882 an Associate, and in 1895 a 
Fellow, of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, and served as member of Council ; 
he was Institute Medallist (Drawings) 1868, 
and Pugin Student, 1871. He was a member, 
Birmingham Architectural Association. In 
April, 1898, he took into partnership Mr. 
Thomas Cooper, a former pupil of, and then 
assistant to, Mr. Alfred Waterhouse; the 
partnership was dissolved by mutual consent 
in March, 1910, and Mr. Henman continued 
the practice. He was the architect of—in 
Birmingham—the New General Hospital, opened 
in July, 1897, for 346 beds, erected at a total cost 
of £219,460, and the Nurses’ Home (March 
26, 1892, and November 18, 1893)*, the designs 
being selected in a limited competition; 4 
design for a building site (March 3, 1900)*; 
Central Exchange, on the Christ Church site, 
estimated cost, £100,000 (June 25, 1898)*; 
block of business and professional chambers, 
Cornwall-street ; Scottish Union and National 
Insurance Company’s Offices in Colmore-road ; 
and Midland Hotel, New-street, with re-con- 
struction, extensive alterations, and improve- 
ments, and additions for 180 bedrooms, at a 
cost of some £90,000. He was the architect of 
the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast, for 300 
beds, planned in seventeen complete “ units” 
for the wards, and erected at a cost of £300 per 
bed (December 21, 1901)*, with out-patients’ 
department, class-rooms, quarters for staff 
and students, post-mortem theatre, patholo- 
gical rooms, &c.; Newark-on-Trent Public 
Library; Midland Counties Home for Incur- 
ables, Leamington, the Victoria wing (jointly 
with Mr. Hawley Lloyd); Guest Hospital, 
Dudley, with additions; re-modelling and 
improvements, Stockton and Thornaby Hos- 
pital (jointly with Mr. E. A. Whipham, of 
Stockton) ; Hospital, Lansdowne-crescent, 
Great Malvern, for Mr. C. W. Dyson Perrins 
(June 9, 1911)* ; West Bromwich Union Offices, 
jointly with Mr. Timmins (April 16, 1887)* ; 
Darlington Hospital extensions, with Mr. G. 
Gordon, Hoskins, F.R.1.B.A. ; electrical light and 
ywer generating station, Handsworth; exhi- 
Pita, Cheap Cottages Exhibition, First Garden 
City, Letchworth, 1905 ; and St. Andrew’s 
Brine Baths, Droitwich, extension, with new 
reception hall, bath, and dressing rooms, &c. 
With his brother, Mr. Charles Henman, of 
Croydon, he was the architect, for the Metro- 
politan Asylums Board, of the Homes for 
Convalescent Children, East Cliff, Margate ; 
High Wood School, Brentwood, for ophthalmia 
cases, at a computed cost of some £106,000 ; 
Defective Children’s Home, Elm-grove, Peck- 
dom; and Isolation Block, St. Anne’s Home. 
They won the second premium, Hendon Asylum, 
for the Central London Sick Asylum District 
managers; and the third premium, Park 
Hospital, Hither Green, Lewisham; they were 
one of the twelve “ outside ”’ architects invited 
to compete for the Bristol Royal Infirmary 
extension, July, 1908, and gained the second 
premium. Mr. W. Henman was invited to 
compete for the new church in Sparkbrook, 
Birmingham, and for the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Royal Infirmary, for which he won the fourth 
premium; he was one of the twelve finally 
nominated to compete for the Manchester 
Roya] Infirmary, 500 beds, in August, 1903 ; 
he acted as assessor in many important com- 
petitions, including those for Erdington Munici- 
pal Offices and Free Library, Dental Hospital, 
Birmingham, and the new buildings for the 
British Medical Association, Strand, London. 
He was president of the Engineering and 
Architectural Section, Sanitary Institute Con- 
gress at Birmingham, 1898, and delivered 
addresses upon “ Hospital Planning in Regard 
to Plenum Ventilation” and “ Modern 
Sanitation” (reported in the Builder, October 
1, 1898); he was the author of papers upon 
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““'The Modern Hospital” (Carpenters’ Hall, 


London, March 8, 1900); “ The Development 
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of Hospital Design, illustrated by the Royal 
Victoria Hospital, Belfast ” (Birmingham Archi- 
tectural Association, November, 1902); “ The 
Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast : its Inception, 
Design, and Equipment,” conjointly with 
Mr. Henry Lea, C.E., and “ Notes on the Plenum 
System of Ventilation” (Royal Institute of 
British Architects, December 14, 1903, and 
June 6, 1904); “* Ventilation ” (Architectural 
Association, November 11, 1904); ** The 
Future of Our City” (Birmingham Architec- 
tural Association, February 17, 1905)—all 
of which were reported in the Builder, passim ; 
and he contributed articles upon “ Building 
By-Laws ” to the Architectural Review, October— 
December, 1904, and one to “ The Principle 
and Practice of Modern House Construction,” 
edited by Mr. G. Lister Sutcliffe, 1900 ; he was a 
member of Council, Building By-Laws Reform 
Association. We understand that Mr. Henman 
has left estate to the value of nearly £17,000. 


Mr. A. M. Dunn. 

Tue late Mr. Archibald Mathias Dunn, J.P., 
of Branksome Park, Dorset, and formerly of 
Castle Hill, Wylam-on-Tyne, was a partner of the 
firm of Messrs. Dunn & Hansom, latterly Dunn, 
Hansom & Fenwicke, of Newcastle, architects 
and surveyors, which was dissolved in May, 
1903, the then partners being Mr. A. M. Dunn 
and Mr. W. Ellison Fenwicke. He was a Past 
President, Northern Architectural Association, 
and was a liberal donor to the funds of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society. He has left 
estate to the value of £36,820. He was the archi- 
tect of—in Newcastle-on-Tyne—the Wood 
Memorial Hall; the Health Wing, University 
of Durham College of Medicine, with several 
departments and students’ and _ professors’ 
rooms (1905-6); Royal Jubilee Board School, 
and St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
(October 18, 1808,* No. XVIII. of our series, 
“The Architecture of our Large Provincial 
Towns ”’) ; blocks of shops, offices and business 
premises cn the Benwell Estate, Westgate-hill 
Board Schools for 1,520 scholars; and the 
baptistry and spires of St. Mary’s Cathedral. He 
was the architect also of several Board Schools ; 
the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of the 
Assumption and the English Martyrs, Cam- 
bridge, erected at a cost of £100,000 by the late 
Mrs. Lyne-Stephen (Miss Duvernay); the 
Chapel, Stonyhurst College (May 26, 1898 *) ; 
Roman Catholic Church, Warwick-square, Car- 
lisle ; St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Darlington (alterations and redecoration, &c.) ; 
Children’s Home, Tudhoe, for 170 girls; St. 
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, Dumbarton, 
in the Early English style, for 1,000 sittings; St. 
Bede’s Catholic College, Alexandra Park, Man- 
chester, after the Italian style (1877-80); and 
Oratory at Ellingham Hall, Northumberland, 
for Sir John De Marie Haggerston. The firm 
was one of eight architects invited to compete 
for the Newcastle New Infirmary Buildings in 
1899. We may add that Mr. Edward John 
Hansom, of this firm, who died in May, 1900, 
aged fifty-eight years, was a son of J. 8. 
Hansom, architect, first Editor of the Builder, 
and inventor of the Hansom cab. 


Mr. W. H. J. Weale. 

The death is announced of Mr. William Henry 
James Weale, aged eighty-five years, honorary 
member, Royal Flemish Academy ; associate, 
Royal Academy, Belgium; honorary member, 
Royal Academy of Fine Arts, Antwerp; and 
Officer, Order of Leopold. Mr. Weale was 
educated at King’s College, London; from an 
early age, he applied himself to the study of 
art and archxology, and for a while resided in 
Bruges, where he gained his unrivalled know- 
ledge of the mediwval arts and crafts of the 
Netherlands. In 1859 he brought out a 
learned guide-book to Belgium, Aix-la-Chapelle 
and Cologne. In 1872, he was appointed to 
classify and describe the Netherlands art-objects 
in the South Kensington Museum ; and in 1890 
was made keeper of the National Art Library. 
He held that post seven years; in 1913 an 
award of £80 per annum was made to him, 
“in recognition of his valuable contributions 
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to the study of Flemish and German art.” 
Mr. Weale wrote a large number of books 
including “ Bruges et ses environs” (4th ec i+. 
1884); ‘The Van Eycks and their Art,” ¢, 
supplement his larger work, “ Hubert any 
John Van Eyck”; ‘“ Hans Memlin 

“* La Flandre, Revue des Monuments d’Hist.; 
et d’Antiquités,” 1867-73; “ Mémoire sur |a 
Restanration des Monuments publics en By! 
gique”’ 1862; “ Le Beffroi”; ‘* Arts, Héral- 
dique, Archéologie,” 1863-76; Peintres 
Brugeois”; “Gerard David”; “ Doyenné 
de Dixmude”; “ Bibliographia Liturgica ” : 
“Les Eglises du Dioc’se de Bruges”; and 
* Chronice Monasterii 8. Andreae juxta Brugas 
Ordinis 8. Benedicti,” 1868 ; catalogues of the 
exhibitions of MSS. and printed books, Royal 
Albert Hall, 1885. and pictures of the fourteenth 
sixteenth centuries at Bruges, 1902. His 
notable paper upon “English Bookbinding in the 
Reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII” is 
printed in the Royal Society of Arts Journa/ 
for March, 1889. 


Second.Lieutenant A. Wingate. 

Second-Lieutenant Alexander Wingate, High- 
land Light Infantry, of Hillhead, Glasgow, whose 
death in action was recently announced, won the 
third premium in the competition (1908) for 
the Stirling Municipal Buildings; and the 
first prize in Class II for a best all-round design 
in the Exhibition for Cottage Designs, held in 
Glasgow in 1909. He was an associate member 
of the Glasgow Institute of Architects, and 
member of the Council. His estate is proved 
as of the value of £13,000. 


Herr Von Ihne. 

The death is announced of Herr Von Ihne, 
architect to the Kaiser, and of a large number 
of official buildings in Berlin, including the 
Kaiser Friedrich Museum, of which we published 
an illustration in our issue of April 5, 1912. 
He also made the designs for tne monuments to 
the late Emperor and Empress Frederick, 
erected some years ago in front of the Branden- 
burg Gate. 











LAW REPORT. 


OrrictaL Rerereer’s Court, April 21. 
(Before Mr. Murr Mackenzie.) 
Action on Covenant to Repair. 

Walker x. Lyons & Co., Ltd. 

In this action Messrs. Lyons & Co., Ltd., 
the well-known caterers, were sued by Mr. 
Walker, of Woodberry, Sydenham, one of the 
executors and trustee under the will of the 
late W. Brass to recover damages for breach 
of covenant of a lease of 23, Cheapside in respect 
of repairs and dilapidations. The lease was 
dated February 1, 1895, and under it the 
defendant took the premises for a period of 21 
years at a rental of £1,000 a year. 

Mr. Hudson, K.C., with Mr. Foa, was for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. Cunliff, K.C., with 
Mr. Harold Smith, for the defendants. 

Mr. Hudson, K.C., in opening the ca~ said 
that the late Mr. Brass was the owner of a 
good many houses in the City, of which 23, 
Cheapside was one. The defence admitted the 
lease of the property, which consisted of a 
ground floor and basement, which, counse! 
said, was executed on the faith of two letters 
which passed between the representatives of Mr. 
Brass and the defendant Company. Defendants 
however denied having committed any breach 
and said, in the alternative, that if there had 
been any they consisted of alterations made 
pursuant to the two letters. The case was not 
one of ordinary dilapidations, the failure to 
repair forming only a small portion of the claim. 
The claim really arose out of the removal of 
a quantity of fixtures and it was said that 
structural and other alterations had been made 
which plaintiff asked should be reinstated. 

The hearing of the evidence occupied several! 
days, and in the result the Official Receiver 
found that the £100 paid into Court by Messrs. 
Lyons was sufficient to satisfy the plaintiff's 
claim. He therefore entered judgment for the 
defendants with costs from the date of the 
payment into Court. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


LOWEST TENDER NOT 
NECESSARILY ACCEPTED. 


HEN tenders for works are invited 
by advertisement or otherwise there 


is generally also an intimation that 
the lowest (or any) tender will not necessarily 
be accepted, the object of which is merely to 
protect the inviter of tenders. 

A somewhat deeper consideration of the 
matter is however sometimes given by engineers, 
who, before recommending the acceptance of 
a tender, scrutinise the unit prices and form 
their own opinion as to whether the tender 
can be properly carried out at the prices quoted 
and at the same time satisfy themselves that 
the tender is properly balanced. Such criticism 
is beneficial to all parties concerned, because it 
enables any serious error in the pricing of the 
tender to be corrected before anybody is 
committed to its execution; it prevents 
speculative loading of certain prices with a 
view to reaping a subsequent advantage under 
the head of extra work, and eventually facilitates 
the proper carrying out of the contract by all 
parties. That practice, however, is by no 
means general, and for the most part committzes 
accept the lowest tender of a series without 
previous investigation. 

This question has received a good deal of 
attention in Switzerland, both by local authori- 
ties and by the Swiss Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, From the official journal 
of the last named the following facts are taken. 
They relate to two submissions of tenders for 
works at St. Gall, and are instructive. 

During recent weeks the masonry work of 
two public buildings was put up ior tender. 
One was for enlarging a hall and represented 
a value of about 45,000 frs., the other for a 
new district building represented a value of 
about 200,000 frs. It should be premised that 
the Municipal Council of St. Gall had prepared a 
new regulation relative to the submission of 
public tenders in which a certain right of 
discussion was reserved to the trade or trades 
concerned, under which they are authorised 
to present to the public authority an estimate 
accompanied by all the necessary details. If 
this is considered as acceptable it is treated as 
a standard by which to judge the various firm 
offers submitted, and that one is to be adjudged 
successfu§ which comes nearest to the price or 
prices established by the said standard. If 
however the estimate does not appear to conform 
to reality, an expert overhaul of it is made by 
specialists. If these come to common ground 
in regard to the modification of the standard it 
then serves as a guide as aforesaid. 

The smaller of the two contracts was put 
up to tender before the new regulation came 
into force, the latter being published in the 
interval between that and the issue of the 
advertisement for tenders for the larger building. 
As regards the hall, the tenders were made up 
yr pes inter-consultation, no common basis 
of quantities appears to have been supplied. 
Each established his prices as he thought best, 
and several sent in particulars which showed 
that their estimates rested upon insufficient 
calculations. Presumably the priced quantities 
were supplied with the tenders. The result was 

a8 follows :-— 


Francs Francs. 
Offer A. -- 41,162 Offer F. .. 43,813 
oo .. 42,180 - ea. ae 
» C 43,150 Ss 51,177 
» me: « Se “eae 
o mm oo Ge 


Meanwhile, the larger job came out and the 
new regulation was put in force in the follow- 
ing way :— 

The contractors interested were corvoked 
to a conference, et which the secretary of their 
central body was present, and the President of 
the Industria! Society of the town. This con- 
ference rejected the suggestion to establish unit 





prices in common and to make the offer in the 
name of their Association. It also declined a 
proposal tending towards prepering a set of 
greg common, which should be submit- 
to the members, but without engagi 
them to adhere to it. re 
It was feared that such a proceeding would 
not be well received by the authorities, as it 
would appear like an attempt to impose upon 
them a“ forced card.” Finally, it was agreed 
unanimously :—- 
To appoint five firms who should make, 
independently, the calculations for the works. 
On the day appointed these estimates were 
sent to the President of the Industrial Society, 
who brought them together for comperison. 
After that, a specielist, not interested, 
examined and criticised the estimates and 
extracted from them an average estimate. 
Great care was taken that each ignored the 
calculations of the other, as also the totals 
arrived at. The average estimate was then 
submitted to the public authority, with an 
exposition of the facts, before the tenders, 
which had been delivered in response to the 
advertisement, were opened. 


These tendcrs were as follows : 


Offer A Frs. 173,862 
B .. ,, 173,450; eventually 179,900 

de. “se 184,184 
mss 2 190,556; eventually 183,550 

E .. , 197,109 

xe ee 199,404 

G 203,535 

H .. ., 204,109 

et a me 204,620 
“ss e 214,943; eventually 204,943 


The average offer prepared by the experts was 
frs. 204,801. 

The Works Committee proposed to adjudge 
the work in two lots upon the basis of the offers 
B and D, and in support of its proposal stated 
thet the average estimate aforesaid eppeared 
when examined as a theoretically conceived 
estimate, artificially enhanced, in sbort, a kinfl 
of scholar’s calculation, just in principle, but 
inapplicable in practice. 

In particular, the edditions made for waste 
of material and loss of sacks could not be justi- 
fied, as these charges were already covered by 
allowance for general oncost. 

That the estimate for brickwork was exag- 
gerated, for example, the time for masonry in 
refractory brick, medium pertitions, was made 
up thus :— 


Frs. 

400 bricks at 5.9 centimes, including 
1 centime for breakages , - BS 
0.3 m* Mortar, 1: 4 at 19.35 5.80 
Wages... be ze we 10.00 
Scaffoiding + sé - we -70 

General oncost, installation, plant, irter- 

est on capital, profit for the contrac- 
tor oe ‘0 es ee és 4.40 
Total per m* on Frs. 44.50 


Then the Committee considered that, as the 
mean of all the offers was Frs. 194,000, an 
adjudication at that figure would sufficiently 
meet the case. In view of the reflection cast 
upon the work of the five firms and the expert 
who revised their estimates in order to present 
to the public authority a fair and accurate 
estimate as a guide to its decisions, the President 
of the Industrial Society sought an interview 
with the public authority in order further to 
investigate the allegations of exaggerated 
prices. 

As the result of a long discussion, the President 
offered to correct the average offer by taking 
into consideration the contested points, but 
he pointed out that even after such correction it 
was difficult to see how offer B could be deewed 
acceptable. 

After laborious conversations ard consulta- 
tions with experts, the calculation for the 


principal item, “ masonry,” gave the following 
result :— 


Frs. 

385 bricks at 5.6 centimes 22.35 
0.3 m* mortar at 17.60 .. oa 5.30 
Wages, scaffolding, installation, &c. 9.00 
Material and weges per m* Frs. 36.65 


The exactitude of this calculation was no 
longer seriously contested by the municipal 
authority, and it became evident, therefore, 
that the offers of B and C must be considered 
inacceptable because on the basis of frs. 36.65 
for net cost of construction, their unit prices 
for masonry did not leave a sufficient margin 
to cover their general oncost, interest, and 
depreciation, and leave a profit for the con- 
tractor. 

The question was then raised as to how Tin 
the face of his low price, D’s total came up jto 
frs. 190,000, and it was fourd that for a provis- 
ional item, the execution of which was problem- 
atical, he had put in a surcharge of frs. 7,000, 
and that for this item his price was double that 
of his competitors; taking out this error 
brought his total down to frs. 183,000. Con- 
formably to the new regulations and after 
examination by specialists, offers E and F,*at 
frs. 197,000 and frs. 198,000, were selecetd for 
final consideration. The experience thus 
gained showed that it might be advisable to 
look closely into the offers which had been 
received for the hall; and it was then found that 
regrettable discrepancies were revealed between 
the prices quoted by the same firms in regard 
to the same work in the respective quotations. 
For example, a first-class firm quoted for the 
larger job, frs. 44 per m® for masonry, but for 
the smaller job only wanted frs. 34 to frs. 38 
for similar work. It was rarely possible to 
find any logical connection between the prices 
quoted in the offers for the respective jobs, 
although the quotations were given within the 
same fortnight. Naturally, the local authori- 
ties considered that the prices were given with- 
out either knowledge or care, and it is difficult 
in such case to get them to place any confidence 
in contractors’ figures. Generally speaking, 
the comparison between the two jobs showed 
thet a lower range of prices bad been quoted for 
the small job than for the large one, whereas 
one would have expected the reverse to have 
been the case. 

The Swiss journal here points out that the 
explanation is that, under the demoralisation 
which results from the present system of 
accepting low tenders, together with the pressure 
of circumstances and the need to have an order 
at any price, quotations are sent in which 
cannot be rationally justified. Also that, in 
industrial circles, unfortunately, there is a 
lack of the requisite knowledge upon which to 
found calculations, and prices are too often 
the result of a mere guess or approximation. 

It followed that for the smaller hall the 
adjudication was largely a matter of chance 
and subject to the errors just indicated; but 
that, in a considerable degree, the adjudication 
for the larger district building was based upon 
considerations of real knowledge and of equity ; 
because the competing firms were put into a 
position which compelled careful calculation, 
and were offered the hope that their calculations 
would be taken into consideration in making the 
adjudication. 

From which it draws the following conclu- 
sion : 

That in the matter of tendering only clear 
calculations, capable of being undeniably 
established in the eyes of the public authorities, 
cap triumph over cut prices. 

That there is room for perfecting the bases 
serving for establishing estimates, particularly 
in regard to the cost of labour and to the 
establishing of standard percentages for oncost 
applicable to the cost of labour, or the cost 


production. 
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Unless something of the kind is done, local 
authorities will always reject any but the lowest 
offers, 

That no amelioration of the presert system 
of obtaining tenders will be obtainable without 
loyal collaboration between the professional 
associations and the authorities. 

The final conclusion is that for the present 
there is no simpler or more direct method of 
securing that offers are accepted upon the bases 
of their being intrinsically justifiable than by 
local authorities adopting a regulation that the 
price nearest the average of the prices quoted 
will be the one selected for consideration, with 
a view to ultimate acceptance. It is believed 
that the adoption of such a regulation would 
compel the tenderers to calculate carefully. 

In this country it would be necessary to 
qualify such a regulation by insisting that proof 
should be supplied that all tenders, taken into 
consideration for the purpose of arriving at an 
average, were bona fide. There is such a thing as 
terdering for form’s sake, and making use of 
the good offices of a fellow competitor to obtain 
a price for the occasion, and, of course, neces- 
sarily on the high side. Such prices, if taken 
into consideration, would vitiate the average 
to}the detriment of both genuine competitors 
and the authority inviting the tenders. 
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NEW GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


War Office. 

Tools.—Alldays & Onions Pneumatic Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Gt. Western Works, Birming- 
ham; Angular Hole Drilling & Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., Beeston, Notts; 'A. Ashton & Sons, 
Ltd., Burnt Tree Works, Sheffield; Atkin & 
Sons, Ltd., Rea-street, South, Birmingham ; 
J. Bedford & Sons, Ltd., Lion Works, Sheffield ; 
Berkeley & Co., Ltd., Windsor-street, Birming- 
ham; J. Berry, Heath-road, Ditton, Widnes ; 
W. G. Birkinshaw & Co., Reliance Works, 
Wolverhampton ; F. J. Brindley & Sons, River- 
lane,’ Sheffield; H. Brindley, Summer-lane, 
Birmingham; British Plier Co., Ltd., Statham, 
Lymm, Warrington; British Tool and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Owen-road Works, Wolver- 
hampton; Brooks Bros., Lye, Stourbridge ; 
J. Brooks (Lye), Ltd., Lye, Stourbridge ; 
J." Brown & Sons (Halesowen), Ltd., Imperial 
Works, Halesowen; H. M. Budgett, Crown 
Works, Chelmsford; Carr, Wild & Co., Ltd., 
Egerton-street, Sheffield; Chater Lea, Ltd., 
Banner-street, Golden-lane, E.C.; J. Chester- 
man & Co., Ltd., Bon Works, Eccleshill-road, 
Sheffield; S. A. Daniell, Ltd., Edward-street 
Parade, Birmingham; Douglas Bros., Ltd., 
Globe Iron Works, Blaydon-on-Tyne ; Drabble 
& gSanderson, Ebenezer Works, Sheffield; 
M. Eadon & Sons, Ltd., President Works, 
Sheffield; T. R. Ellin, Footprint Works, 
Sheffield; J. Evans & Sons, Ltd., Highfield 
Tool Works, Heeley, Sheffield; T. J. Gardner, 
Marsh-street, Bristol ; C. Garlick & Sons, Lynx 
Works, Sheffield ; W. Gilpin, Senr., & Co., Ltd., 
Churchbridge, Cannock; W. Grady & Son, 
Fitzwilliam-street, Sheffield; R. Green, Ltd., 
Cokeland Works, Cradley Heath; E. A. & W. 
Greenslade, Thomas-street, Bristol; C. & J. 
Hampton, Ltd., Attercliffe, Sheffield; Hewitt 
Bros., Acme Engineering Works, King’s Cross- 
road, W.C.; Highgate Tool Co., Ltd., Angelina- 
street, Birmingham ; Hope Works Co., Shaw- 
road, Dudley ; C. Howarth & Co., Eldon-street, 
Shetlield ; W. Hunt & Sons, The Brades, Ltd., 
Brades Steel Works, Birmingham ; Sir J. Jonas, 
Colver & Co., Ltd., Sheffield; T. Lambert & 
Sons, Napier Forge & Hammer Works, Sheffield ; 
Lancashire Tool Co., Henry-street, Lymm, 
Cheshire ; Lawson & Heaton, Ltd., Long Acre, 
Nechells, Birmingham ; C. Lucas & Son, Scotch- 
lane Tool Works, Prescot; J. Lyon, Holt-lane, 
Rainhill, Lancs.; Maleham & Yeomans, Bowden- 
street, Sheffield; W. Marples & Sons, Ltd., 
Hibernia Works, Sheffield; R. Mather & Son, 


Shoreham-street Works, Sheffield; A. Mathieson 
& Sons, Ltd., East Campbell-street, Glasgow ; 
Moore & Wright, Trafalgar-street, Sheffield ; 
W. Morris & Son, Dronfield, Sheftield ; Mount- 
ford, Philips & Co., Ltd:, Cambrian Works, 
Llantrisant ; I.-Nash & Sons, Ltd., Wollaston 
Newall Engineering Co. 


Mills, Stourbridge ; 
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Blackhorse-lane, Walthamstow, N.E.; T. Newey 
& Sons, Ltd., St. Mary’s-row, Birmingham ; 
E. Preston & Sons, Ltd., Cheston-road, Birming- 
ham; J. Powell, Ltd., Oxford-street, Birming- 
ham; Rasmussen, Webb & Co., 182, St. John- 
street, E.C.; E. T, Roberts & Lee, Seven 
Sisters-road, N.; J. S. Rock & Sons, Beecher 
Works, Cradley, Staffs.; Sanderson Bros. & 
Newbould, Ltd., Newhall-road, Sheffield; 
F. & H. Shaw & Bro., Alfreton, Derby; R. T. 
Shelly, Ltd., Aston Brook-street, Birmingham ; 
Slack, Sellars & Co., Ltd., Townhead Works, 
Sheffield; I. & D. Smallwood, Leopold-street, 
Birmingham; J. H. Smith, Roway Works, 
Oldbury; R. Sorby & Sons, Ltd., Trafalgar- 
street, Shefficld; Spear & Jackson, Ltd., 
Aetna Works, Sheffield; Steel Nut & J. 
Hampton, Ltd., Wednesbury; J. H. Swift & 
Sons, Ltd., Penistone-road, Sheffield; Taylor 
Bros., Adelaide Works, Sheffield ; C. Taylor’s 
Sheffield Tools, Ltd., Bishop-street, Sheffield ; 
Tyzack & Holmes, Cavendish-street, Sheffield ; 
J. Tyzack & Son, Ltd., Valley-road, Heeley, 
Sheffield; W. Tyzack, Sons & Turner, Ltd., 
Little London Works, Sheffield; T. Wales & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-road, Sheffield ; Wardsend 
Steel Co., Wadsley Bridge, Sheffield; J. 
Wilkinson, Junr. (Dudley), Ltd., Freebodies 
Works, Dudley ; J. Wilkinson & Sons, Queen’s 
Cross, Dudley; Willetts Bros., Laurence-lane, 
Old Hill, Staffs; H. Williams & Son, Lark- 
row, Cambridge Heath, N.E.; H. Williamson, 
Ltd., 81, Farringdon-road, E.C.; Wilson & 
Frith, Eldon-street., Sheffield; Whitehouse 
Bros., Ltd., District Works, Cannock; C. 
Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., Cannock Edge Tool 
Works, Cannock; Whittam & Co., Cornbrock 
Park-road, Manchester; G. Wolfe & Sons, 
Ltd., Bathgate, N.B. ; Wolseley Sheep Shearing 
Machine Co., Ltd., Sydney Works, Alma-street, 
Birmingham; F. Wood & Son, Henry-street, 


Sheffield; Wynn, Timmins & Co., Ltd., 
Commercial-street, Birmingham; Yates & 


Knight, North-street, Stafford. 

Tools (Term Contracts).—J. Brown & Sons 
(Halesowen), Ltd., Imperial Works, Halesowen ; 
B. Fiddian & Son, Albion Works, Stourbridge ; 
W. Gaythwaite, Cleator, Cumberland; Guest, 
Keen & Nettletolds, Ltd., Broad-street, Birming- 
ham; J. Hatton, Washing Pool, Stourbridge ; 
Leedham & Heaton, Ltd., Armley-road Works, 
Leeds; H. Mills, Albert-street, Stourbridge ; 
I. Nash & Sons, Ltd., Wollaston Mills, Stour- 
bridge; J. Potts & Son, Old Hill, Staffs. ; 
C. Thomas & Co., Ltd., Aston Manor, Birming- 
ham; G. Wolfe & Sons, Ltd., West Lothian 
Works, Bathgate ; Yardley & Co. (Stourbridge), 
Ltd., Stamber Mills, Stourbridge. 

Wire, Iron and Steel.—Dorman, Long & Co., 
Ltd., Cleveland Wire Mills, Middlesborough ; 
Rylands Bros., Ltd., Warrington; Shropshire 
Iron Co., Ltd., Hadley, Wellington, Salop ; 
R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd., Bradford Iron 
Works, Manchester. 

Works Services.—Electric Lighting: Cecil 
Cooper & Co., 4, Albert-road, Bournemouth ; 
Gas Supply: South Metropolitan Gas Co., 
Old Kent-road, S.E.; Installation of Electric 
Light: H. J. Cash & Co., Ltd., Caxton House, 
Westminster, S.W. 

Erection of.—Additional Storage: W. Thom- 
son & Sons, Ltd., Park-hill Saw Mills, Bolton ; 
Boilers: Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., Farringdon- 
street, E.C.; Buildings: E. O. C. Howell, 
Raglan-street, Coventry, and Wm. Bellerby, 
Hengate Saw Mills, York; Clothing Store: 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, 32, Spring-street, Padding- 
ton, W.; Factory: Dargue, Griffiths & Co., 
Ltd., 138, Vauxhall-road, Liverpool ; Hospital : 
8. F. Davidson, 16, Ridley-villas, Neweastle-on- 
Tyne; Huts: W. H. Lorden & Son, Ltd., 107, 
Trinity-road, Upper Tooting, S.W., and W. F. 
Blay, Ltd., Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, S.E. ; 
Sheds: Rowland Bros., East-street, Horsham ; 
Rudd & Son, Ltd., Grantham ; S. F. Davidson, 
16, Ridley-villas, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Holland 
& Hannen, 12, Hyde-street, W.C.; W. Moss & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-road, Loughborough; W. 
Willett, Sloane-square, S.W.; A. Robinson, 
Idle, Bradford ; F. R. Hipperson, Northumber- 
land-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; F. D. Cowie- 
son & Co., 3/25, Charles-street, Glasgow; J 
Parkinson & Sons, Ltd., Talbot Saw Mills, 
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Blackpool, and F..B. Thackray & Co., Lid, 

Huntingdon ; Shelters: Y. J. Lovell & Son, 32, 

Spring-street, Paddington, W. 
ee ee ee 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF HOUSE BUILDERS. 


Tne first meeting of the National Federation 
of House Builders was held in Manchester 
recently, and was attended by representative 
builders from all parts of the country. The 
Federation has been formed for a double pur- 
pose, first to watch over and protect the 
interests of the house builder, who in the past 
has provided practically all the houses of the 
working classes, and secondly to assist in the 
solution of the housing problem by expressing 
the united view of the house builders of the 
country on the question of the future housing 
policy. In addition to the delegates present 
,many cordial letters had been received from 
builders in all parts expressing regret that the 
travelling facilities did not permit of the writer 
attending the meeting. 

Mr. C. H. Oldham, of Manchester, was elected 
President of the Federation for the current year ; 
Mr. Geo. Sadler, of Nottingham, Vice-President ; 
and Mr. R. A. Costain, of Liverpool, was elected 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Oldham, in his presidential address, said 
that the Federation was not formed in any 
antagonistic spirit towards other trade organisa- 
tions, but had been brought into being because 
there was no organisation qualified to deal with 
the problems of the house building trade or with 
the many ramifications of the housing question 
in a practical manner. He contrasted the 
results of public housing schemes with the pro- 
ductions of the house builder, and showed that 
private enterprise built a better house, a larger 
house, and a more convenient house, at less cost 
than any public body. He pointed out that in 
the past when legislation affecting land and 
house property had been contemplated the con- 
tracting builder had been asked to advise instead 
of the house builder being consulted. The con- 
tracting builder when he builds houses at all is 
only interested in the operation as a contract 
for which he is paid a certain sum. On the other 
hand, the housebuilder buys his land, erects the 
houses, finances the whole transaction, and 
unless he has built the right kind of house on the 
right site to let at the right price he cannot 
attract either tenant or buyers. The house 
builder was particularly qualified by experience 
to speak on the housing question; he was 
familiar with the demands of the pdople ; he 
knew their requirements, and more than that he 
knew what rent they could afford to pay. The 
question of housing was an economic one, and if 
the people received sufficient wages to allow 
them to live in the decent comfort to which they 
were entitled, there would be no difficulty in 
providing the houses. The grave shortage of 
houses which faced the country, a position 
amounting to a national danger, had coincided 
with the agitation of a section of the political 
parties of the country who sought to commit the 
Government to the expenditure of vast sums of 
money in housing, the effect of which could only 
be to subsidise the employer by enabling him to 
obtain labour at a low rate. The practical 
result of all this agitation had been to discourage 
building by private enterprise and thus to 
intensify the housing problem; in short, the 
agitation for State building had given a new 
lease of life to slum property, for it was impos- 
sible for local authorities to condemn insamtary 
houses when there were no other houses for the 
people to go to. Mr. Oldham expressed the 
desire of all housebuilders to assist In th 
housing of the people under better and more 
healthy conditions than before, and emphasised 
the fact that the interests of the community 
were also the interests of the housebuilder 1 
improving the standard of the people’s lives. _ 

An influential committee was formed, anc 
Mr. Norman McKellen, A.S.A.A., of 27, Brazen- 
nose-street, Manchester, was appointed Secre- 
tary to the Federation. The next meeting ©+ 
the Federation is to be held in Sheffield at an 
early date. 





May 4, 1917.] 


PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally en that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘ pro ” works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 


R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 


Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 
Council, 





BaTH.—The architect has been asked to obtain 
bills of quantities and estimates for carrying out the 
work of alterations in Bath-street, with a view to 
adapting part of the ground floor for the purpose of 
Grecising recepenney baths. Drainage plans approved . 
‘an and motor shed in Melcombe-road; lavatory, 
13, Brock-street ; lavatory accommodation for 
female workers, Lower Bristol-road; drainage yas 
of Mill Cottage, Widcombe. Plans = yg roe yan 
and motor shed, Melcombe-road ; cloak, lavatory and 
dining-room, Lower Bristol-road, as a temporary 
a and a temporary workshop at Lower Bristol- 
road, 

BERKHAMSTEAD.—Plans have been approved for 
new drainage for 90, High-street, and new bread store 
for the Co-operative Society. 

BIRMINGHAM.—~New schemes scheduled by com- 
mittees of the Corporation: Recorstruction of the 
Montague refuse destructor and depot (£33,000) and 
of those at Shadwell-street (£24,000). A new depot 
and destructor are proposed at Witton at a cost, 
including land, of £36,000, with an additional de- 
structor and depot at King’s-road costing £11,000, 
and at California £7,000.—Construction of new 
tramways authorised in 1914 at an estimated cost of 
£142,455. It is also proposed to carry out repairs 
and reconstruction at a cost of £40,000.—A number 
of schemes of road and bridge widening and sewerage 
works are contemplated by the Public Works Com- 
mittee (total expenditure £186,721). It is proposed 
by the Water Committee to complete the reservoir 
at Highter’s Heath. The balance of the work remain- 
ing to be done is estimated at £11,280. New work 
at. Whitacre and Plants Brook stations is estimated 
to cost from £15,000 to £20,000, and the supply to 
the new electric generating station at Nechells will 
cost £2,750. The provision of the third main on the 
Elan aqueduct and the works connected therewith 
(estimated expenditure £700,000). The Gas Depart- 
ment propose to reconstruct the gasholder tank and 
holders and railway sidings on the site of the new 
gasworks at Washwood Heath (estimated cost 
£25,000). The reconstruction of the gasworks at 
Windsor-street will cost £160,000, and miscellaneous 
repairs and renewals will involve another £150,000. 

DEPTFORD.—Plans passed by B.C. :—Sanitary work 
at New Cross-road tram shed for the London County 
Council Tramways Department; drainage, &c., 624, 
New Cross-road, for Mr. W. J. Negus; building of 
sanitary accommodation, &c., at Ida Works, Grin- 
stead-road, for Frank Braby & Co., Ltd 

GLasaow.—The Corporation has agreed to Messrs. 
Millar & Lang, Ltd., carrying out alterations at their 
premises, 46 to 50, Darnley-street. 

HACKNEY.—Plans passed by B.C ye 
accommodation, Morley Hall, Mare-street, for Mr. H. J. 
Elgar; drainage, St. Bartholomew's Vicarage, 63, 
Daiston-lane, for Mr. R. Satchell; drainage works, 
49, Clapton-common, for Messrs. Holsworth «& 
Huckett ; drainage works, 44, Richmond-road, for 
Messrs. T. Gates & Son. 

HARROGATE.—It is proposed to erect a parochial 
room in connection with St. Mark’s Church, Harrogate, 
after the war. Another scheme pending the conclusion 
of the war is to build a tower to St. Peter’s Church, 
and a third scheme is the building of new vestries at 
Christ Church. 

HAYES.—The U.D.C. has passed the following 
jlans:—Steam lorry garage for the Gramophone 
‘ompany ; additions to the ambulance cottage for the 
same company. The Council has also approved of 
the plans and estimates for the erection of a Council 
depot in Grange-road as submitted by the Surveyor 
in accordance with the instructions of the L.G.B. 

HULL.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Extensions, English- 
street, for C. D. Holmes & Co., Ltd. ; sanitary accom- 
modation, Waterhouse-lane, for G. Clark & Sons, Ltd. ; 
additions, Wilmington, and messroom, Wincolmlee, for 
British Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd.; additions, Scar- 
borough-street, for Messrs. Kenyon, Son & Craven ; 
reconstruction of premises, Queen-street, for Mr. A. 
Barker ; workshops, Neptune-street, for G. Clark, Jun., 
& Co., Ltd. ; garage, 15, Victoria-avenue, for Mr. H. 
Sanderson. A plan for a workshop at Queen's Dock 
Side, for C. D. Holmes & Co. is before the Council. 

LEEDS.—Pians passed :—Building over a portion 
of Wainwright-place, Hunslet, for Messrs. John 
Nicholson & Son; Permission has been given for the 
erection of a Y.M.C.A. hut at Killingbeck Hospital. 

Lonpon.—The L.C.C. Education Committee have 
decided to invite tenders for the re-erection of an iron 
building at the Highbury-hill High School, Islington. 
The L.C.C. has sanctioned the supply of heating appa- 
ratus and provision of lavatory accommodation at No. 
60, Lincoin’s-inn-fields (£160); and the execution of 
repairs at the Farmfield Estate (£300). The L.C.C. have 
approved the drawings of the buildings proposed to be 





* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &e., 
on this page. 
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erected by the Sanctuary Westminster Estate Co. on 
the site of the Westminster gas meter testing station. 
Licences have been granted by the L.C.C. for the execu- 
tion of minor alterations at Nos. 77 and 79, Clerkenwell- 
road ; Nos. 118 and 120, Queen Victoria-street ; No. 67, 
High-street, Peckham ; Grand Hotel Buildings, North- 
umberland-avenue ; also for the erection by the Com- 
mittee of the Woolwich day nursery of a creche at the 
corner of St. Mary-street and Orchard-street, Woolwich. 

NEWCASTLE.—At a recent meeting of the Newcastle 
Corporation Estate and Property Committee an offer 
was submitted by the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
for the purchase of a large portion of the old infirmary 
site for the purpose of a hide and skin depot and 
cattle lairs. 

_ Port TALBOT.—It is estimated that as soon as build- 
ing is permitted 1,000 additional houses will be erected 
at Talbach, Port Talbot. 

RUSKINGTON.—The U.D.C. has passed plans for a 
house on the Station-road for Messrs. W. Pattinson & 
Sons, Ltd., and for a motor house for Mr. R. N. Morley. 

WALTHAMSTOW.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Glass 
furnace, Blackhorse-lane, for Messrs Baird & Tatlock ; 
extensions to laundry, &c., Hale End-road, for Short 
& Mason, Ltd.; loading shed, Vintry Works, High- 
street, for Messrs. Gillard & Co. 


> + 





THE LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL. 


THE first meeting of the London County 
Council, after the Easter recess, was held on 
Tuesday, in the County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
S.W., the Earl of Crewe, Chairman, ‘presiding. 

Clerk of Works.—The Education Committee 
have authorised the employment, as from 
April 1 to June 30, 1917, of clerks of works in 
the Architect's department, to supervise the 
execution of works to school buildings, at a 
cost not exceeding £29 5s. 

Decoration of Council Schools.—In October, 
1915, the Council was approached by the 
Professional Classes War Relief Council with a 
proposal that the walls of certain Council ele- 
mentary schools should be decorated with friezes 
and panels, the decorations to remain the 
property of the Council. A scheme of decora- 
tion was subsequently approved by the Council, 
and has been carried out in the boys’ hall of the 
Devon’s-road school (Bow and Bromley). The 
Education Comniittee have now agreed to the 
decoration of another school—NSenior-street 
School, Harrow-road (Paddington, W.). The 
scheme of decoration will be carried out in the 
boys hall on the first floor. 

Alterations, &c., at Places of Public Enter- 
tainment.—The Theatres and Music Halls 
Committee has approved the arrangements 
indicated with respect to the undermentioned 
premises :—/Eolian Hall, Bond-street, altera- 
tion to women’s cloak-room ; Alhambra Theatre 
of Varieties, proposed doors to bars ; Australia 
House, Strand, heating installation for cinema- 
tograph hall in basement ; 382, Edgware-road, 
proposed staircase to rooms over cinematograph 
hall ; 33, High-street, Clapham, alterations and 
additions to cinematograph hall ; 7, High-street, 
Islington, additional conveniences; Oxford- 
street (Electric Pavilion), alteration to a lobby ; 
Pavilion Hotel, Wood-lane, alterations to 
premises; Putney-bridge Kinema, Putney- 
bridge-approach, alterations to lavatory accom- 
modation ; Ranger-road, Upper Norwood (Elec- 
tra Theatre), new lobby to convenience ; Theatre 
Royal, Drury-lane, temporary cinematograph 
enclosure ; 90, Westbourne-grove, provision of 
staff room; Wimbledon Park-road (Southfields 
Cinema), re-arrangement of seating and altera- 
tions to vestibule. 


—— 


Lady Butler’s War Pictures. 


Lady Butler, painter of «The Roll Call” and 
other battle pictures, has arrived in London 
from Ireland for the opening of an Exhibition of 
Pictures entitled “‘ Glimpses of the Great War,” 
which will shortly be held at the Leicester 
Galleries, Leicester Square. These water 
colours are the output of two years’ work, and 
Lady Butler has decided to present the proceeds 
of the sale of the pictures to the Lord Roberts 
Memorial Fund for Workshops for Disabled 
Soldiers and Sailors. Included in the exhibition 
will be Lady Butler's picture, “Steady the 
Drums and Fifes,” which will be lent by the 
Middlesex Regiment. 
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Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in thie List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Competitions, —; Tenders, xviii; Public 
Appointments,—; Auction Sales, xviii. Certain 
conditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such as 
the advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; that a fair wages clause 
shall be observed ; that no allowance will be 
made for tenders ; and that deposits are returned 
on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to 
the contrary. 

*,* It must be understood that the following 
paragraphs are printed as news, and not as 
advertisements ; and that while every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be 
responsible for errors that may occur. 


BUILDING AND] PAINTING. 


May 5.—Glasgow.—PAintTInG.—The School Board 
of Glasgow invite tenders for the painting of various 
schools during the forthcoming summer vacation 
Specifications, &c.,at the School Board Offices (Property 
Department), 129, Bath-street, Glasgow. Deposit, 
108. 6d. 

May 14.—Blaenavon (Mon.).—RENOVATION, &c.- 
For renovation and alterations at the Workmen's 
Institute, Blaenavon, Mon. Specification at the 
Institute. 

MAY 14. —- Westhoughton. —— Houses. — For the 
erection of 100 “Type A” houses for the U.D.C. 
Plans, &c., of Mr. George Hayes, Engineer and Surveyor 
to the Council. Deposit, £1. 

No Date. — Glenfarne. — IMPROVEMENTS. —'For 
sundry improvements to St. Mary’s Church, Glen- 
farne, for the Very Rev. P. Soden, P.P., V.G. Plans, 
&c., by Mr. J. J. McDonnell, F.R.1.A.1., 27, Chichester- 
street, Belfast. Copies of the plans and specification 
at the Parochial House, Manorhamilton; or at,the 
offices of the Architect. 


ENGINEERING, IRON*,AND STEEL, 

May 9.—Cardiff—Covrrines.—Supply to the Com- 
mittee of Visitors of the Glamorgan County Asylum 
of coverings for hot water and steam pipes at Parc 
Gwylit Asylum, near Bridgend, Glam. Specification, 
&c., from Mr. W. E. R. Allen, Clerk to the Committee 
of Visitors, Glamorgan County Hall, Cardiff. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


May 10.—Chelmsford.—SAaNITARY ACCOMMODATION. 
—The T.C. invite tenders for the provision of sanitary 
accommodation at the public ba’ in Waterioo-lane, 
Chelmsford. Forms, &c., of Mr. P. T. Harrison, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., Borough Engineer, Municipal Offi ces, 
Chelmsford. _; e e 


Huction Sales. 


%* May 9.—Ashford.—Mr. Alfred J. Burrows {will 
sell the whole of the stock-in-trade and machinery of 
builder, contractor and decorator, at Ashford, close 
to 8.E. & C. Railway. Catalogues of Auctioneer, 
Ashford, Kent : 

May 15.—Hammersmith.—Mesars. J. T. Skelding 
& Co. will sell the stock-in-trade of a wholesale iron- 
monger and builders’ merchant. Catalogues of Mesers. 
Poppleton, Appleby & Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse- 
square, E.C.; of A. A. Yeatman, Esq., 2, Coleman- 
street, E.C.: and of the Auctioneers, 48, Gresham- 
street, Guildhall, E.C. 2. 


=e 
+} 


New Buildings for War Purposes. 


The House of Commons on Tuesday¥went 
into Committee of Supply on a Vote of £91,150 
for the Office of Works. Sir A. Mond said that 
the small increase shown on the Estimates was 
practically entirely due to the natural incre- 
ments of salaries. The departmental staff con- 
sisted of 2,925 employees, of whom 2,228 were 
men, of whom 956 had joined the forces. The 
total number of unmarried men of military age 
of all classifications eligible for military service 
employed by the Department was 123, and of 
married men 225. Since his appointment he 
had succeeded in obtaining the release of a 
further 69 men. As far as the Office of Works 
was concerned, the attacks, some of them unfair, 
which had been made against Civil servants for 
not joining the forces, were entirely unjustified ; 
48 members of the staff had fallen in action. 
Since 1916 in the London area alone 33 
temporary buildings to meet the extension of 
Departments had been erected. Eight or nine 
military hospitals had been erected, furnished, 
and fitted out by the Department, and a large 
number of important munition factories and 
stores had been built. Depota, searchlight 
stations, and other works had been carried out. 
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Unless something of the kind is done, local 
authorities will always reject any but the lowest 
offers, 

That no amelioration of the presert system 
of obtaining tenders will be obtainable without 
loyal collaboration between the professional 
associations and the authorities. 

The final conclusion is that for the present 
there is no simpler or more direct method of 
securing that offers are accepted upon the bases 
of their being iptrinsically justifiable than by 
local authorities adopting a regulation tlat the 
price nearest the average of the prices quoted 
will be the one selected for consideration, with 
@ view to ultimate acceptance. It is believed 
that the adoption of such a regulation would 
compel the tenderers to calculate carefully. 

In this country it would be necessary to 
qualify such a regulation by insisting that proof 
should be supplied that all tenders, taken into 
consideration for the purpose of arriving at an 
average, were bona fide. There is such a thing as 
terdering for form’s sake, and making use of 
the good offices of a fellow competitor to obtain 
a price for the occasion, and, of course, neces- 
sarily on the high side. Such prices, if taken 
into consideration, would vitiate the average 
to}the detriment of both genuine competitors 
and the authority inviting the tenders. 


NEW GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


War Office. 

Tools.-Alldays & Onions Pneumatic Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Gt. Western Works, Birming- 
ham; Angular Hole Drilling & Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., Beeston, Notts; *A. Ashton & Sons, 
Ltd., Burnt Tree Works, Sheffield; Atkin & 
Sons, Ltd., Rea-street, South, Birmingham ; 
J. Bedford & Sons, Ltd., Lion Works, Sheffield ; 
Berkeley & Co., Ltd., Windsor-street, Birming- 
ham; J. Berry, Heath-road, Ditton, Widnes ; 
W. G. Birkinshaw & Co., Reliance Works, 
Wolverhampton ; F. J. Brindley & Sons, River- 
lane,’ Sheffield; H. Brindley, Summer-lane, 
Birmingham ; British Plier Co., Ltd., Statham, 
Lymm, Warrington; British Tool and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Owen-road Works, Wolver- 
hampton; Brooks Bros., Lye, Stourbridge ; 
J. Brooks (Lye), Ltd., Lye, Stourbridge ; 
J." Brown & Sons (Halesowen), Ltd., Imperial 
Works, Halesowen; H. M. Budgett, Crown 
Works, Chelmsford; Carr, Wild & Co., Ltd., 
Egerton-street, Sheffield; Chater Lea, Ltd., 
Banner-street, Golden-lane, E.C.; J. Chester- 
man & Co., Ltd., Bon Works, Eccleshill-road, 
Sheffield ;; S. A. Daniell, Ltd., Edward-street 
Parade, Birmingham; Douglas Bros., Ltd., 
Globe Iron Works, Blaydon-on-Tyne ; Drabble 
& zSanderson, Ebenezer Works, Sheffield; 
M. Eadon & Sons, Ltd., President Works, 
Ellin, Footprint Works, 
Sheffield; J. Evans & Sons, Ltd., Highfield 
Tool Works, Heeley, Sheffield; T. J. Gardner, 
Marsh-street, Bristol ; C. Garlick & Sons, Lynx 
Works, Sheffield ; W. Gilpin, Senr., & Co., Ltd., 
Churchbridge, Cannock; W. Grady & Son, 
Fitzwilliam-street, Sheffield; R. Green, Ltd., 
Coxeland Works, Cradley Heath; E. A. & W. 
Greenslade, Thomas-street, Bristol; C. & J. 
Hampton, Ltd., Attercliffe, Sheffield; Hewitt 
Bros., Acme Engineering Works, King’s Cross- 
road, W.C.; Highgate Tool Co., Ltd., Angelina- 
street, Birmingham ; Hope Works Co., Shaw- 
road, Dudley ; C. Howarth & Co., Eldon-street, 
Sheftield ; W. Hunt & Sons, The Brades, Ltd., 
Brades Steel Works, Birmingham ; Sir J. Jonas, 
Colver & Co., Ltd., Sheffield; T. Lambert & 
Sons, Napier Forge & Hammer Works, Sheffield ; 
Lancashire Tool Co., Henry-street, Lymm, 
Cheshire ; Lawson & Heaton, Ltd., Long Acre, 
Nechells, Birmingham ; C. Lucas & Son, Scotch- 
lane Tool Works, Prescot ; J. Lyon, Holt-lane, 
Rainhill, Lancs.; Maleham & Yeomans, Bowden- 
street; Sheffield; W. Marples & Sons, Ltd., 
Hiberhia Works, Sheffield; R. Mather & Son, 





Shoreham-street Works, Sheffield; A. Mathieson 
& Sons, Ltd., East Campbell-street, Glasgow ; 
Moore & Wright, Trafalgar-street, Sheftield ; 
W. Morris & Son, Dronfield, Sheffield ; Mount- 
ford, Philips & Co., Ltd:, Cambrian Works, 
Liantrisant ; I.-Nash & Sons, Ltd., Wollaston 
Newall Engineering Co. 


Mills, Stour bridge ; 
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Blackhorse-lane, Walthamstow, N.E.; T. Newey 
& Sons, Ltd., St. Mary’s-row, Birmingham ; 
E. Preston & Sons, Ltd., Cheston-road, Birming- 
ham; J. Powell, Ltd., Oxford-street, Birming- 
ham; Rasmussen, Webb & Co., 182, St. John- 
street, E.C.; E. T. Roberts & Lee, Seven 
Sisters-road, N.; J. S. Rock & Sons, Beecher 
Works, Cradley, Staffs.; Sanderson Bros. & 
Newbould, Ltd., Newhall-road, Sheffield; 
F. & H. Shaw & Bro., Alfreton, Derby; R. T. 
Shelly, Ltd., Aston Brook-street, Birmingham ; 
Slack, Sellars & Co., Ltd., Townhead Works, 
Sheffield; I & D. Smallwood, Leopold-street, 
Birmingham; J. H. Smith, Roway Works, 
Oldbury; R. Sorby & Sons, Ltd., Trafalgar- 
street, Sheffield; Spear & Jackson, Ltd., 
Aetna Works, Sheffield; Steel Nut & J. 
Hampton, Ltd., Wednesbury; J. H. Swift & 
Sons, Ltd., Penistone-road, Sheffield; Taylor 
Bros., Adelaide Works, Sheffield ; C. Taylor’s 
Sheffield Tools, Ltd., Bishop-street, Sheffield ; 
Tyzack & Holmes, Cavendish-street, Sheffield ; 
J. Tyzack & Son, Ltd., Valley-road, Heeley, 
Sheffield; W. Tyzack, Sons & Turner, Ltd., 
Little London Works, Sheffield; T. Wales & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-road, Sheffield ; Wardsend 
Steel Co., Wadsley Bridge, Sheffield; J. 
Wilkinson, Junr. (Dudley), Ltd., Freebodies 
Works, Dudley ; J. Wilkinson & Sons, Queen’s 
Cross, Dudley; Willetts Bros., Laurence-lane, 
Old Hill, Staffs; H. Williams & Son, Lark- 
row, Cambridge Heath, N.E.; H. Williamson, 
Ltd., 81, Farringdon-road, E.C.; Wilson & 
Frith, Eldon-street., Sheffield; Whitehouse 
Bros., Ltd., District Works, Cannock; C. 
Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., Cannock Edge Tool 
Works, Cannock; Whittam & Co., Cornbrock 
Park-road, Manchester; G. Wolfe & Sons, 
Ltd., Bathgate, N.B. ; Wolseley Sheep Shearing 
Machine Co., Ltd., Sydney Works, Alma-street, 
Birmingham ; F. Wood & Son, Henry-street, 
Sheffield; Wynn, Timmins & Co., Ltd., 
Commercial-street, Birmingham; Yates & 
Knight, North-street, Stafford. 

Tools (Term Contracts).—J. Brown & Sons 
(Halesowen), Ltd., Imperial Works, Halesowen ; 
B. Fiddian & Son, Albion Works, Stourbridge ; 
W. Gaythwaite, Cleator, Cumberland; Guest, 
Keen & Nettlefolds, Ltd., Broad-street, Birming- 
ham; J. Hatton, Washing Pool, Stourbridge ; 
Leedham & Heaton, Ltd., Armley-road Works, 
Leeds ; H. Mills, Albert-street, Stourbridge ; 
I. Nash & Sons, Ltd., Wollaston Mills, Stour- 
bridge; J. Potts & Son, Old Hill, Stafis. ; 
C. Thomas & Co., Ltd., Aston Manor, Birming- 
ham; G. Wolfe & Sons, Ltd., West Lothian 
Works, Bathgate ; Yardley & Co. (Stourbridge), 
Ltd., Stamber Mills, Stourbridge. 

Wire, Iron and Steel.—Dorman, Long & Co., 
Ltd., Cleveland Wire Mills, Middlesborough ; 
Rylands Bros., Ltd., Warrington; Shropshire 
Iron Co., Ltd., Hadley, Wellington, Salop; 
R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd., Bradford Iron 
Works, Manchester. 

Works Services.—Electric Lighting: Cecil 
Cooper & Co., 4, Albert-road, Bournemouth ; 
Gas Supply: South Metropolitan Gas Co., 
Old Kent-road, S.E.; Installation of Electric 
Light: H. J. Cash & Co., Ltd., Caxton House, 
Westminster, S.W. 

Erection of.—Additional Storage: W. Thom- 
son & Sons, Ltd., Park-hill Saw Mills, Bolton ; 
Boilers: Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., Farringdon- 
street, E.C.; Buildings: E. O. C. Howell, 
Xaglan-street, Coventry, and Wm. Bellerby, 
Hengate Saw Mills, York; Clothing Store: 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, 32, Spring-street, Padding- 
ton, W.; Factory: Dargue, Griffiths & Co., 
Ltd., 138, Vauxhall-road, Liverpool ; Hospital : 
S. F. Davidson, 16, Ridley-villas, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne; Huts: W. H. Lorden & Son, Ltd., 107, 
Trinity-road, Upper Tooting, S.W., and W. F. 
Blay, Ltd., Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, 8.E. ; 
Sheds: Rowland Bros., East-street, Horsham ; 
tudd & Son, Ltd., Grantham ; S. F. Davidson, 
16, Ridley-villas, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; Holland 
& Hannen, 12, Hyde-street, W.C.; W. Moss & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-road, Loughborough; W. 
Willett, Sloane-square, S.W.; A. Robinson, 
Idle, Bradford ; F. R. Hipperson, Northumber- 
land-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne ; F. D. Cowie- 
son & Co., 3/25, Charles-street, Glasgow; J 
Parkinson & Sons, Ltd, Talbot Saw Mills, 
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Blackpool, and F..B. Thackray & Co., Ltd. 
Huntingdon ; Shelters: Y. J. Lovell & Son, 32, 
Spring-street, Paddington, W. 


—_— 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF HOUSE BUILDERS. 


Tne first meeting of the National Federation 
of House Builders was held in Manchester 
recently, and was attended by representative 
builders from all parts of the country. The 
Federation has been formed for a double pur- 
pose, first to watch over and protect the 
interests of the house builder, who in the past 
has provided practically all the houses of the 
working classes, and secondly to assist in the 
solution of the housing problem by expressing 
the united view of the house builders of the 
country on the question of the future housing 
policy. In addition to the delegates present 
,many cordial letters had been received from 
builders in all parts expressing regret that the 
travelling facilities did not permit of the writer 
attending the meeting. 

Mr. C. H. Oldham, of Manchester, was elected 
President of the Federation for the current year ; 
Mr. Geo. Sadler, of Nottingham, Vice-President ; 
and Mr. R. A. Costain, of Liverpool, was elected 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Oldham, in his presidential address, said 
that the Federation was not formed in any 
antagonistic spirit towards other trade organisa- 
tions, but had been brought into being because 
there was no organisation qualified to deal with 
the problems of the house building trade or with 
the many ramifications of the housing question 
in a practical manner. He contrasted the 
results of public housing schemes with the pro- 
ductions of the house builder, and showed that 
private enterprise built a better house, a larger 
house, and a more convenient house, at less cost 
than any public body. He pointed out that in 
the past when legislation affecting land and 
house property had been contemplated the con- 
tracting builder had been asked to advise instead 
of the house builder being consulted. The con- 
tracting builder when he builds houses at all is 
only interested in the operation as a contract 
for which he is paid a certainsum. On the other 
hand, the housebuilder buys his land, erects the 
houses, finances the whole transaction, and 
unless he has built the right kind of house on the 
right site to let at the right price he cannot 
attract either tenant or buyers. The house 
builder was particularly qualified by experience 
to speak on the housing question; he was 
familiar with the demands of the pdople ; he 
knew their requirements, and more than that he 
knew what rent they could afford to pay. The 
question of housing was an economic one, and if 
the people received sufficient wages to allow 
them to live in the decent comfort to which they 
were entitled, there would be no difficulty in 
providing the houses. The grave shortage of 
houses which faced the country, a position 
amounting to a national danger, had coincided 
with the agitation of a section of the political 
parties of the country who sought to commit the 
Government to the expenditure of vast sums of 
money in housing, the effect of which could only 
be to subsidise the employer by enabling him to 
obtain labour at a low rate. The practical 
result of all this agitation had been to discourage 
building by private enterprise and thus to 
intensify the housing problem ; in short, the 
agitation for State building had given a new 
lease of life to slum property, for it was impos- 
sible for local authorities to condemn insanitary 
houses when there were no other houses for the 
people to go to. Mr. Oldham expressed the 
desire of all housebuilders to assist in the 
housing of the. people under better and more 
healthy conditions than before, and emphasised 
the fact that the interests of the community 
were also the interests of the housebuilder in 
improving the standard of the people’s lives. 

An influential committee was formed, and 
Mr. Norman McKellen, A.S.A.A., of 27, Brazen- 
nose-street, Manchester, was appointed Secre- 
tary to the Federation. The next meeting of 
the Federation is to be held in Sheffield at an 
early date. 











May 4, 1917.) 


PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


Im these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally ne that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘proposed’’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; 8B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 
Council. 


BaTu.—The architect has been asked to obtain 
bills of quantities and estimates for carrying out the 
work of alterations in Bath-street, with a view to 
adapting part of the ground floor for the purpose of 
porins temporary baths. Drainage plans approved . 

Jan and motor shed in Melcombe-road; lavatory, 
13, Brock-street ; lavatory accommodation for 
female workers, Lower Bristol-road; drainage plan 
of Mill Cottage, Widcombe. Plans approved: Van 
and motor shed, Melcombe-road ; deak. lavatory and 
dining-room, Lower Bristol-road, as a temporary 
es and a temporary workshop at Lower Bristol- 
road. 

BERKHAMSTEAD.—Plans have been approved for 
new drainage for 90, High-street, and new bread store 
for the Co-operative Society. 

BIRMINGHAM.—New schemes scheduled by com- 
mittees of the Corporation: Recorstruction of the 
Montague refuse destructor and depot (£33,000) and 
of those at Shadwell-street (£24,000). A new depot 
and destructor are proposed at Witton at a cost, 
including land, of £36,000, with an additional de- 
structor and depot at King’s-road costing £11,000, 
and at California £7,000.—Construction of new 
tramways authorised in 1914 at an estimated cost of 
£142,455. It is also proposed to carry out repairs 
and reconstruction at a cost of £40,000.—A number 
of schemes of road and bridge widening and sewerage 
works are contemplated by the Public Works Com- 
mittee (total expenditure £186,721). It is proposed 
by the Water Committee to complete the reservoir 
at Highter’s Heath. The balance of the work remain- 
ing to be done is estimated at £11,280. New work 
at Whitacre and Plants Brook stations is estimated 
to cost from £15,000 to £20,000, and the supply to 
the new electric generating station at Necheils will 
cost £2,750. The provision of the third main on the 
Elan aqueduct and the works connected therewith 
(estimated expenditure £700,000). The Gas Depart- 
ment propose to reconstruct the holder tank and 
holders and railway sidings on the site of the new 
gasworks at Washwood Heath (estimated cost 
£25,000). The reconstruction of the gasworks at 
Windsor-street will cost £160,000, and miscellaneous 
repairs and renewals will involve another £150,000. 

DEPTFORD.—Plans by B.C. :—Sani work 
at New Cross-road tram shed for the London County 
Council Tramways Department ; drainage, &c., 624, 
New Cross-road, for Mr. W. J. Negus; building of 
sanitary accommodation, &c., at Ida Works, Grin- 
stead-road, for Frank Braby & Co., Ltd. 

GiLasGgow.—The Corporation has agreed to Messrs. 
Millar & Lang, Ltd., carrying out alterations at their 
premises, 46 to 50, Darnley-street. 

HACKNEY.—Plans passed by _ B.C. :—Sanitar 
accommodation, Morley Hall, Mare-street, for Mr. H. J. 
Elgar; drainage, St. Bartholomew's Vicarage, 63, 
Dalston-lane, for Mr. RK. Satchell; drainage works, 
49, Clapton-common, for Messrs. Holsworth & 
Huckett; drainage works, 44, Richmond-road, for 
Messrs. T. Gates & Son. 

HARROGATE.—It is proposed to erect a parochial 
room in connection with St. Mark’s Church, Harrogate, 
after the war. Another scheme — > conclusion 
of the war is to build a tower to St. Peter’s Church, 
and a third scheme is the building of new vestries at 
Christ Church. 

Haves.—The U.D.C. has passed the following 
ylans :—Steam lorry garage for the Gramophone 
‘ompany ; additions to the ambulance cottage for the 
same company. The Council has also approved of 
the plans and estimates for the erection of a Council 
depot in Grange-road as submitted by the Surveyor 
in accordance with the instructions of the L.G.B. 

HULL.—Plans d by T.C. :—Extensions, English- 
street, for C. D. Holmes & Co., Ltd. ; sanitary accom- 
modation, Waterhouse-lane, for G. Clark & Sons, Ltd. ; 
additions, Wilmington, and messroom, Wincolmlee, for 
British Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd.; additions, Scar- 
borough-street, for Messrs. Kenyon, Son & Craven ; 
reconstruction of premises, Queen-street, for Mr. A. 
Barker ; workshops, Neptune-street, for G. Clark, Jun., 
& Co., Ltd. ; garage, 15, Victoria-avenue, for Mr. H. 
Sanderson. A plan for a workshop at Queen's Dock 
Side, for C. D. Holmes & Co. is before the Council. 

LeEpDS.—Pians passed :—Building over a portion 
of Wainwright-place, Hunslet, for Messrs. John 
Nicholson & Son; Permission has been given for the 
erection of a Y.M.C.A. hut at Killingbeck Hospital. 

Lonpon.—The L.C.C. Education Committee have 
decided to invite tenders for the re-erection of an iron 
building at the Highbury-hill High School, Islington. 
The L.C.C. has sanctioned the supply of heating —_ 
ratus and provision of lavatory accommodation at No. 
60, Lincoln’s-inn-fields (£160); and the execution of 
repairs at the Farmfield Estate (£300). The L.C.C. have 
approved the drawings of the buildings proposed to be 





* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, &e., 
on this page. 
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erected by the Sanctuary Westminster Estate Co. on 
the site of the Westminster gas meter testing station. 
Licences have been granted by the L.C.C. for the execu- 
tion of minor alterations at Nos. 77 and 79, Clerkenwell- 
road ; Nos. 118 and 120, Queen Victoria-street ; No. 67, 
High-street, Peckham ; Grand Hotel Buildings, North- 
umberland-avenue ; also for the erection by the Com- 
mittee of the Woolwich day nursery of a creche at the 
corner of St. Mary-street and Orchard-street, Woolwich. 

NEWCASTLE.—At a recent meeting of the Newcastle 
Corporation Estate and Property Committee an offer 
was submitted by the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
for the purchase of a large portion of the old infirmary 
site for the purpose of a hide and skin depot and 
cattle lairs. 

_ PorRT TALBOT.—It is estimated that as soon as build- 
ing is permitted 1,000 additicnal houses will be erected 
at Talbach, Port Talbot. 

RUSKINGTON.—The U.D.C. has passed plans for a 
house on the Station-road for Messrs. W. Pattinson & 
Sons, Ltd., and for a motor house for Mr. R. N. Morley. 

WALTHAMSTOW.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Glass 
furnace, Blackhorse-lane, for Messrs Baird & Tatlock ; 
extensions to laundry, &c., Hale End-road, for Short 
& Mason, Ltd.; loading shed, Vintry Works, High- 
street, for Messrs. Gillard & Co. 
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THE LONDON COUNTY 
COUNCIL. 


THE first meeting of the London County 
Council, after the Easter recess, was held on 
Tuesday, in the County Hall, Spring Gardens, 
S.W., the Earl of Crewe, Chairman, ‘presiding. 

Clerk of Works.—The Education Committee 
have authorised the employment, as from 
April 1 to June 30, 1917, of clerks of works in 
the Architect’s department, to supervise the 
execution of works to school buildings, at a 
cost not exceeding £29 5s. 

Decoration of Council Schools.—In October, 
1915, the Council was approached by the 
Professional Classes War Relief Council with a 
proposal that the walls of certain Council ele- 
mentary schools should be decorated with friezes 
and panels, the decorations to remain the 
property of the Council. A scheme of decora- 
tion was subsequently approved by the Council, 
and has been carried out in the boys’ hall of the 
Devon’s-road school (Bow and Bromley). The 
Education Comniittee have now agreed to the 
decoration of another school—Senior-street 
School, Harrow-road (Paddington, W.). The 
scheme of decoration will be carried out in the 
boys hall on the first floor. 

Alterations, &c., at Places of Public Enter- 
tainment.—The Theatres and Music Halls 
Committee has approved the arrangements 
indicated with respect to the undermentioned 
premises :—®olian Hall, Bond-street, altera- 
tion to women’s cloak-room ; Alhambra Theatre 
of Varieties, proposed doors to bars ; Australia 
House, Strand, heating installation for cinema- 
tograph hall in basement ; 382, Edgware-road, 
proposed staircase to rooms over cinematograph 
hall ; 33, High-street, Clapham, alterations and 
additions to cinematograph hall ; 7, High-street, 
Islington, additional conveniences; Oxford- 
street (Electric Pavilion), alteration to a lobby ; 
Pavilion Hotel, Wood-lane, alterations to 
premises; Putney-bridge Kinema, Putney- 
bridge-approach, alterations to lavatory accom- 
modation ; Ranger-road, Upper Norwood (Elec- 
tra Theatre), new lobby to convenience ; Theatre 
Royal, Drury-lane, temporary cinematograph 
enclosure ; 9”, Westbourne-grove, provision of 
staff room; Wimbledon Park-road (Southfields 
Cinema), re-arrangement of seating and alters- 
tions to vestibule. 


—__—_--—~—»—--—___— 


Lady Butler’s War Pictures. 


Lady Butler, painter of «The Roll Call” and 
other battle pictures, has arrived in London 
from Ireland for the opening of an Exhibition of 
Pictures entitled ‘* Glimpses of the Great War,” 
which will shortly be held at the Leicester 
Galleries, Leicester Square. These water 
colours are the output of two years’ work, and 
Lady Butler has decided to present the proceeds 
of the sale of the pictures to the Lord Roberts 
Memorial Fund for Workshops for Disabled 
Soldiers and Sailors. Included in the exhibition 
will be Lady Butler’s picture, “Steady the 
Drums and Fifes,” which will be lent by the 
Middlesex Regiment. 
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Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Competitions, —; Tenders, xviii; Public 
Appointments,—; Auction Sales, xviii. Certain 
conditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such as 
the advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; that a fair wages clause 
shall be observed ; that no sllowance will be 
made for tenders ; and that deposits are returned 
on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to 
the contrary. 

*,* It must be understood that the following 
paragraphs are printed as news, and not as 
advertisements ; and that while every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be 
responsible for errors that may oocur. 


BUILDING AND] PAINTING. 


May 5.—Glasgow.—PaintTING.—The School Board 
of Glasgow invite tenders for the painting of various 
schools during the forthcoming summer vacaticn 
Specifications, &c.,at the School Board Offices (Property 
9 pm 129, Bath-street, Glasgow. Deposit, 


_ May ‘14.—Blaenavon (Mon.).— RENOVATION, &c.- 
For renovation and alterations at the Workmen's 
Institute, Blaenavon, Mon. Specification at the 


Institute. 

MAY 14. — Westhoughton. — Hovsrs. — For the 
erection of 100 “‘ Type A” houses for the U.D.C. 
Plans, &c., of Mr. George Hayes, Engineer and Surveyor 
to the Council. Deposit, £1. 

No Date. — Glenfarne. — IMPROVEMENTS. —'For 
sundry improvements to St. Mary’s Church, Gien- 
farne, for the Very Rev. P. Soden, P.P., V.G. Plans, 
&c., by Mr. J. J. McDonnell, F.R.1.A.1., 27, Chichester- 
street, Belfast. Copies of the plans and specification 
at the Parochial House, Manorhamilton; or at,the 
Offices of the Architect. 


ENGINEERING, IRON*,AND STEEL, 


May 9.—Cardiff.—CovrrInes.—Supply to the Com- 
mittee of Visitors of the Glamorgan County Asylum 
of coverings for hot water and steam pipes at Parc 
Gwylit Asylum, near Bridgend, Glam. Specification, 
&c., from Mr. W. E. R. Allen, Clerk to the Committee 
of Visitors, Glamorgan County Hall, Cardiff. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


May 10.—Chelmsford.—SANITARY ACCOMMODATION. 
—The T.C. invite tenders for the provision of sanitary 
accommodation at the public baths in Waterioo-lane, 
Chelmsford. Forms, &c., of Mr. P. T. Harrison, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., Borough Engineer, Municipal Offi ces, 
Chelmsford. _; , 1 . 


Huction Sales. 


%* May 9.—Ashford.—Mr. Alfred J. Burrows [will 
sell the whole of the stock-in-trade and machinery of 
— wo and decorator, at Ash ford, ‘acse 
to 8.E. Cc. 


Railway. 

Ashford, Kent 

May 15.—Hammersmith.—Mesers. J. T. Skelding 
& Co. will sell the stock-in-trade of a wholesale iron- 
monger and builders’ merchant. Catalogues of Messrs 
Poppleton, Appleby & Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse- 
square, E.C.; of A. A. Yeatman, Esq., 2, Coleman- 
street, E.C.;: and of the Auctioneers, 48, Gresham- 
street, Guildhall, E.C. 2. 


Catalogues of Auctioneer, 


— 
— 


New Buildings for War Purposes. 

The House of Commons on Tuesday¥went 
into Committee of Supply on a Vote of £91,150 
for the Office of Works. Sir A. Mond said that 
the small increase shown on the Estimates was 
practically entirely due to the natural incre- 
ments of salaries. The departmental staff con- 
sisted of 2,925 employees, of whom 2,228 were 
men, of whom 956 had joined the forces. The 
total number of unmarried men of military age 
of all classifications eligible for military service 
employed by the Department was 123, and of 
married men 225. Since his appointment he 
had succeeded in obtaining the release of a 
further 69 men. As far as the Office of Works 
was concerned, the attacks, some of them unfair, 
which had been made against Civil servants for 
not joining the forces, were entirely unjustified ; 
48 members of the staff had fallen in action. 
Since 1916 in the London area alone 33 
temporary buildings to meet the extension of 
Departments had been erected. Eight or nine 
military hospitals had been erected, furnished, 
and fitted out by the Department, and a large 
number of important munition factories and 
stores had been built. Depots, searchlight 
stations, and other works had been carried out. 
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NEW COMPANIES. 


The undermentioned particulara of new 
companies recently registered are taken from 
the Daily Register compiled by Jordan & Sons 
Lid., Company Registration Agents, Chancery- 
lane, W.C, :-— 

J. A. Martm & Sons, Lrv. (147,046), 
registered April 4, to carry on business of 
builders, contractors and decorators, and to 
construct, build, erect and decorate any houses 
or buildings of any description. Nominal 
capital, £5,000 in 5,000 £1 shares. 

Epwarp T. Evans, Lrp. (147,125), Trinder- 
yard, Crouch Hill, N., registered Apri! 13, 
to carry on business of builders and contractors, 
decorators, shop and office fitters, merchants 
ana dealers in building requisites, &c. Nominal 
capital, £800 in 800 £1 ordinary shares. 

MANCHESTER STEEPLEJACK Co., Lrp. 
(147,150), registered April 16, to carry on 
business as chimney, shaft and warehouse 
builders and repairers, and as builders and 
contractors for the execution of works and 
buildings of all kinds. Nominal capital, 
£1,000 in 1,000 £1 ordinary shares. 

GnorGE Hensox & Sox, Lrp. (147,045), 
140, Midland-road, Wellingborough, North- 
ampton, registered April 4, to carry on business 
of builders and contractors, now and heretofore 
carried on by G. Henson at the above address 
under the style of George Henson & Son. 
Nominal capital, £10,000 in 4,000 £1 shares 
ordinary, and 6,000 6 per cent. £1 preference 
shares 

Se aed 


Memorials in the Home. 


* Messrs. Haywards,  Ltd., 
Borough, S.E., wish to emphasise the readiness 
with which stained glass lends itself to com- 
paratively inexpensive memorials suitable for the 
windows of houses to commemorate those who 
have fallen in the great war. We illustrate one 
such example in the form of a regimental coat 
of arms; but we would emphasise the paramount 
importance of design in this branch of art, which 
can 80 readily be vulgarised by the addition of 
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borders which would not be out of place in the 
speculative builder’s house. Nor do we think our 
manufacturers understand that the shield, with 
its supporters and crest, is only a fixed quantity 
so far as it contains certain devices: and there 
is an immense field for the first-class design of 
those artists who have studied heraldry, without 
which such designs will alwavs be ineffective 
and commonplace. 


The Late Mr. James Forrest’s Estate. 


The estate of Mr. James Forrest, who died on 
March 2, aged 92 vears, at St. Leonards-on-Sea, 
is of gross value of £13,688, with net personalty 
£13,574. Mr. Forrest was honorary secretary 
and for a long period secretary of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers; to that Institution he has 
bequeathed £500, to be added to the ‘James 
Forrest Lecture Trust Fund.” 
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THE BUILDER. 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


wing are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England an: 
gh food that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsibie ) 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS, 


[@wing te the exceptional circumstances which 
prevail at the present time, prices of materials 
should be confirmed by inquiry. Since our last issue 
Oil prices have been revised — Ed.] 

*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible. the 





average ces of materials, not necessarily the highest 
er lowest. ity ——- uantity or affect prices 
—a fact which should remembered by those who 


make use of this information. 


BRICKS, &c. 
Per 1000 Alongside, in River Thames. £ 8. 
Best Stocks 


oof 


OPP eee eee ee ee eee eee 


118 
315 0 


% Best Biue 
ed Staf- 

fordshire ... 
Do. Bullnose .. 
Best Stour- 
brid Fire 
Bric 


o) 
D’ble Str’tch’rs 20 7 6 
D’ble Headers 17 7 6 
One Side and 
two Ends... 21 7 6 

6 
6 
t. 


ao 
= 
a 
oo 


bon Facing... 6 5& @ 
GLAZED BRICKS— t 
Best White, 
ivory, and 
Ralt Glazed 
Stretchers .. 14 17 
oe 14 #7 : 
Quoins, Bull- 
nose and 4}in. 
Flats 


Two Sides and 
one End .... 22 7 


eabateiaes 18 7 6 Squinte ..... 19 17 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 25 per cen 
advance on list. 
Second Quality, £1 ae: x — less than best. 


Thames Ballast ......... 8 : per yard, delivered. - 
i ~* oS eae 10 a oe - 
Thames Sand .......... 11 ° ad aa 
Best Washed Sand ...... i eke = 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- 
| een 10 = * 
Per ton, delivered. 
£s d. 6 ao. & 
Best Portland Cement ...... 210 6 213 0 
Do. £2 68. alongside in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. e 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 1 7 6 at rly. depot. 


Nors.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ordinary 
eharge for sacks. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 478. 0d. per ton delivered 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 358. 0d. per ton at rly. dpt 
STONE. 


Bato STONE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 

South Lambeth, G.W. R., per ft. cube...... - 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

ms, L. & 8.W.R., per ft. cube .......... 1 8 

Do. = ‘delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

Depét 1 9 


PORTLAND STONEB— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered = ay | trucks at 
Westbourne Park, W.R., South Lam- 
rane a pes ,or Ning Elms, ‘or L. &8.W. R., 

PME nds usec cwekabaeeckiesheds 

Dot do. delivered on road waggons at Pimlico 
Wharf or Nine Elms Depét, per ft. cube.. 2 6) 

White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 


Ranpom eegretiegr * Cube, delivered at Rly. ry § 


Ancaster fs blocks. 

Beer in blocks. . 

Geinshil | ~ blocks. 

Darley Dale in 
blocks 


eer eeeeee 


: 6 Closeburn 


1 7% 
2 4 Red & White Mans- 
fieldrandom block 2 9% 
5 Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do.do. 3 8 
Yorx STONE—Robin Hood Quali 
Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Ra way Depét. 
Senggied 2 random blocks ...........+....+++ 
Ft. Super. Delivered at Railway Depét. 
°e. Fy ke ‘two sides landings to sizes (under 
SES Kh cbacews sonedn et eeoekete 
6 in. rubbed t two sides, ditto 
8 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) 
me a, 2} in. sawn one side slabs (random 


“> 
oo 


eee eee eee ew enee 


Haxp Yorr— 

er Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depét. 
onl ied random blocks ............0+..++- 

er Ft. Super., Delivered at Railwa ay 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (u ¥ 
CEG. 00.49 6008506400008 0.0008 008s se sece 2 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto ..............-. 2 
1 
0 





3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) nee 
% in. self-faced random flags .......... osecee 
Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles or hand-made sand- 
faced tiles from either Broseley or £ s. 
Staffordshire district................ ens 2 
Ormamenta! ditto 5 
5 


aca 


sree ee eeee 


SLATES. 


First quality af 
Best Biue Portmadoc, 20 by Ho : 
est quality an 20 by 10 


cccccccces B 


eeeeeeeeee 12 12 
7 


@aceccooac™ 3 


Per 
Ss Be. £s.4 


by 11 in. ‘ss io be Sik: 41 66 
ig lapdemame 3 e060 
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WOOD (Continued). 
Bret Britpixe REDWOOD. Per standard. 


Battens : Ry 5 te, and | £ 6s. 4. £s4@ 
3 in. 5 geeconee | 
2in.. 24 In. and 3'in. by\s5 © 0 36 0 0 
2in., 24 in., and 3 in. by} 
onde akeanwe btos 
ings: 2in. by 3in., 
2in. by 3} in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2 in. by 4 in. .. p34 0 0 $5 0 0 
sin, by dia. and 3 in. by 
Boards: lin., 1jin., and 
Ra by 6 in. and 7 in." © 10 0) more than 
i epbacedbades bis a 1 0 0} battens. 
Nee eeengetete 1 © O less than best 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about ) Per joad. 
35 cu. ft. average). 16 0 and upwards. 
Do. 6in. to 10in. .. ) 
Per standard. 
Best Pitch Pine Deals .... 54 0 0 .. 58 0 0 
Under 2 in. thick......... 010 O extra. 
e 


JoInERs’ Woop, 


wae pe. ag = ie) 
e in. by 11 in. 
Sin. by 1lin., and 2 in. 2-8 eee 
_* ) ener: ) 
GO. BF OO. ccvicseces 41 0 «0 4400 
3 in. a 9in., and 2} in. 
i, [ere , + Aves 
sin. by ll in. boards . 1 0 0 .. more than 
deals. 
Tin. and 8in. battens... 38 0 @ .. 39 0 0 
7 in. and 8 in. boards ... ; 8.9 . more than 
Archangel White Deals— battens. 
Best Sin. by 9in. and 
10 in. and llin. ..... 200 44 0 (0 
Pn 2 scecense 2 0 0 less than best. 
i}  —Seeerese 7 6 0 ..' ™ S 


Prepared Floorings and Matchings, Seconds Swedish 
Red and equal— 


l1jin. by 6$in. planed Per square actual. 
*. « =-9 


13m i sbetewe “4 0 
n. by n. plan 
ia Se. Bx ws a 
* LY 64 in. planed and 
ehwoceseoceoes [a © ea 118 98 
sie ie 6} in. planed and 
I i a ot Ate ac ae 8. ae 118 0 
Zin. by 6}in. planed, 
matched, and 
or V jointed ........ Se ea OS ae 
lin. by 63 in. do....... 333 © «s« 118 O 
Columbian or Oregon om: Per standard. ’ 
best quality ....... 00 ..- 68 0 80 
Yellow Pine—First ames 
RP } . 
| Fen -60 0 O and upwards. 
Seconds, regular sizes | 
SD cs0nencenses) 
aaar-P Pine— Planks per ft. 
pew agdouwGead te 0 8 0 to 010 0 
Dry pte Oak, per ft. 
super, as inch........ a | 64 01 6 
fin. do. a ew. 88s 
Dry Mahogan y— Honduras, 
fy a per ft. super, 
SN ices nen cates 616 02 6 
Cuba, Mahogany ...... 01 6 026 
Dry Walnut, American, per 
ft. super. as inch _ o1 6 026 
French, “ Italian,” Walnut © 1 6 @ 26 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
icine)... 3006 .. 40 0 0 
Do. do. (Java) ....... os 9 . & 2? 
American Whitewood 
planks, perft.cube .. 86 010 0 
Glue, per CWE. ..cccccces 400 440 
METALS. 
JOISTS, GIRDERS, &e. 
Rolled —y ae he ordinary 4 
ere 
Plain Cuanpontd Girders, : 
ordinary sections ........ Prices controlled 
Plain ‘Compound Stanchions an 
Angles, Tees, and Channels, > by the Hinistry 
Fitch Pist « BD cccccose 
lla tions. 
Cast Iron Columns and of Munstions 
Stanchions, plain ordinary 
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WrovGnat-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGSs— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5percent.less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 


Tubes. Fittings . 
eels shew credo baw e ree 3 
dame, Peevesesctesesecareveees: i rH 
Galvanised gas .....- sees eeeeee 30 423 
pp WOE cc cc cccccccccceces 21% 
[PP cinvoapcedeecdsvee 15 87% 
L.C.C. Som Prrr— don s 
pes Coated. Bends. Branches. 
s. d. s. d. s. d. 
| oar a > so ee 
i. esnbocece fee Fl — 
ago BG iucee BB ceed Oe 
aioe ees lr eee fC 
4 Seda! VER Secs eS Dw ance @ © 
Ratn-Warter Pirss, &c. London Prices. 

Pipe. Bends. Branches, 
in. T 16 t% % 
> ascosece S id 1 ee Oe 

3 airaenene...a ie oP SC 

Sunbnae. I GP ccos a> 4b -seuetnese 
. chntatihe Be. seek, wi 26ee, Oo 
L.C.C, Drax Prrms— Londen Priess. an 
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METALS (Contenued). 
Per 


ton, in London. 
s. d. tad 
Cc NE oda cewkene 1610 @ te 17 @ @ 
Staffordshire Crown Bars— 
ea ae 1610 @ .. 17138 @ 
Staffordshire ked 
mn. sséege sedecese - 10 06 18 © * 
Mild Steel Bars ........... 6° 1910 ¢ 
Steel Bars, +4 anality, a ¥ bale rice. 
Hoop Iron, atm ie 20 66 1 ¢ 
» Galvanised . 33 C8 : 
(* And upwards, according to size and gauge. > 
Sheet Iron Black— 
eee 22 00 te #210 © 
- - ae ee «uw Be 8 
see ~we 3S 8 a Cw. DO 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised “hat, ordinary quality— 
Ordjnary sizes, 6 ft. by 2 ft. 
to 3 ft. to 20g seeeces @ © ee -_ 
“a sizes to 22g. and 
een ewesogeatvece = 4 Se ws Bw 
ordier} sizes to 26g. . @ te 8610 ® 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, best quality 
Ordinary sizes to 20 g. 36 _ 
— oo aaa and 
GEG. civisiavissonews $5100. ~ 
Ordina sizes to 26¢....38 10 0 . _ 
Galvani Corrugated Sheete— 
oo 6 ft. to 8 ft. 2 
ordinary sizes, 22g. and 
oecccesscsccese lie 6 - 
oni _) 32 @ 0 - 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6,ft. 
by 2ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 
rare eiie 6 ~ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 
 f) eer 24156 6 = 
Best Soft Steel Sheeta, 26g. 26 ° t) 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to6in. .... 26 o 7 0 0 


(Under 3 in., usual adie eainene 


LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London 


Lzeap—Sheet, English,41b. £ a. 4. _ 

ONE GR. ccccstwcecsese #4810 6 _ 

Pt GED cc cnecesetes 39 0 ®@ — 

Wie GEE sesesseeees soos & OD a 
CORD BEND cca ccccepses 42 0 (0 


po 
Notre—Country delivery, 20s. per ton extra; lots under 
5 ewt., Is. 6d. per ewt. extra. Orders for over 
1 ewt. should be accompanied by a certificate or 
licence, which can be obtained from the Director of 
Materials [A.N. 2 (E)] Hotel Victoria, 8.W. 


Allowance for old lead, £26 per tea. 
CoppER— 
Strong Sheet ..... perlb. @ 1 6 - 
Thin pia See if e118 - 
Copper nails ..... nes @i:e6 - 
Copper wire . ... wv @31s - 
Brass— 
Strong Sheet ..... - @i1eé - 
Yaa “dbus a eis - 
Trx— English Ingota ,, . 8's 
SOLDER— Plumbers’ sin ® 1 0 - 
BEE asesecece a o's 
Blowpipe ........ @i1 6 - 
S. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY = 


‘t. 
16 og. fourths .... 54d. 





26 oz. thirds ........ me 
oo ME setces 5 82 oz. fourths ...... 
21 oz. fourths .... ‘ Ee. seegees 94 
.. thirds seve © , Fluted Bheot, 16 os. 6 
26 oz. fourths R 21 7 
ENGLISH ROLLED LATE IN CRATES OF! STOCK 
SIZES. Per Ft 
© Balbed Paes io occocccn6besens ceccccctesbevc 4d 
‘, Rough rolled and rough cast plate .......... HF 
} Rough rolled and rough cast plate .......... 4 
Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic. Nceanic, 
Arctic “Rtippelvte, ” and small 2 
large Flemish white ..........s+esee++- 54 
DOR, THOS be ccceccccsescdessenosceses 644 
Wee TROND h.sscccodcseccscesdsoecenseses 4he 
PA INES, hee eee 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes . @5 0 
-. 8 » in oe @5 1 
vs = ,, in drums . @56 4 
Boiled _,, » in @ 6 4 
" ., in drums 06 7 
Turpentine » ny puunnedeuun pes 4 : - 
Genuine desant 1 Enalish White Lead, per ton 563 O0E®@ 
(In not leas than 5 ewt. casks) 
Genuine White Lead Paint— a 
“ Biackfnara,” “ Nine Elma,” “ Park, 
and other best brands (in 14 1b. tins) not — 


. per ton delivered 68 
perton 56 0 06 
White Lead 


leas than 5 cewt. lots . 


Red Lead, Dry 
Orders for over 281b. of White” Lead, 





Paint, and Red Lead should be acco nied by a 
certificate or licence, which can be obtained } + A 
the Director of Materials (A. N. 2 (E.), Hotel 
Best it inseed O P tt owt ou e 
t Linse pl Putty ...c-0- x 
T F per barrd 46e 
01° 6 
Per gallon 
£«s.¢@ 
. 
e 
¢ 
‘ 
n ° 
© . 
0 e 
0 * 
0 ‘ 
1 a 
t) e 
1 o 
0 > 
0 6 
© o 
t 0 
e 
DEA MNES cccecetcccencecsceecocoeses “OC Oe @ 
DE: dcnducoesepncvocessoesceoscces. 0. @ 
Freneh and Brush Polish ................. © 12% © 








mee toe 


Re 


PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PuBLISHED.* 

12,987 of 1914.— Jules Fiacre Leger: 
facture of refractory bricks. 

104,795.—James Wilson Haran: Metallic 
fabric or framework to be used in the construe- 
tion of reinforced concrete floors and roofs. 

104.804.-—Archibald Cawkwell : Soats or 
vessels for cutting weeds and dredging in rivers 
and large drains. 

104,827.—Robert Tutin : 
ship’s funnels. 


Manu- 


Chimney cowls and 


104,835.—Walter John Burridg Floor 
ramp. 

104,843. — Frank Wilford Mellowes and 
Herbert Foulston: Glazing. 

104,898.—Wiliam Edgar Muntz : Spigot taps. 


104,917.—Oliver Beck and the Van Kannel 
Revolving Door Co., Ltd. ? Sliding locking bolts. 
104,951.—Henry 8. Tett & Co., Ltd., & Frank 
Tett : Haulage couplings for tilling implements. 
104,972.—William Joseph Lyons, Walter 
Conan and George Munro Meares : Keyless locks. 
105,006.-—Charles John Williams : Mechanism 
for raising and lowering carriage windows. 
105,008.—William Arthur Laming: Con- 
struction of buildings. 
105,025.—George Noble Crellin : Combination 
tools, 
105,036.—Alfred Antoine Joseph Deckers : 
Tubular framing for iron buildings and sheds. 
105,041.—Donald Gay : Fitting-up bolt. 
105,054.—Evan Owen Charles Howells: 
Building blocks, slabs and tiles. 
105,108.—The British Reintorced Concrete 
Engineering Co., Ltd., and Ernest Byfield Hall : 
Stirrups or she ar members as use -d in reinforced 
concrete structures. 
105,113.—George Morris Trimingham and 
William Johnstone : Door hinges. 
105,129,.—Daniel Sandbrook Nicholas: Miners’ 
timber-measuring rods or gauges. 
105,139.—Andrew Adams Bolton : 
CASE8R, 
105,147.- 
and the like. 
105,156.—George Middleton Grieve : Chimney 
top for the prevention of downdraught. 
105,159.—James Heath : Drain plugs. 
105,175.—Ernest Tutin: Ventilators 
mushroom type. 


-acking- 


Leon Ottinger: Locks or latches 


of the 


* All these applications are now in the stage in 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon them 
may be made. 


Seasoned 


AUSTRIAN, RUSSIAN 


“" Oak 
JAPANESE ci 


SYDNEY PRIDAY, 


KING WILLIAM HOUSE, 2a,Eastcheap, LONDON.E.C. 
Depet: Wainscot Sheds, Millwall,E. 1.N.- Avenue 667, 

















THE BUILDER. 


TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “The Editor,” and mast reach 
ns not later than 12 noon on— Wednesday. 


* Denotes accepted. + Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


DOWNPATRICK For rebuilding sea walls and 
subsidiary works on the road from Strangford to 
Ardgiass, in the townland of Cloghy. 


*Mr. J. R. Boyd, Crumlin-road, Belfast £580 


GLASGOW .—For supply of 185 tons of cast iron 
pipes for the Waterworks Department 
*Macfariane, Strang & Co. . £1,921 15 

GLASGOW.—For (1) providing and erecting mild 
steel chimney at Port Dundas Generating Station ; 
and (2) fitting stokers and cars on boilers, for the 
Corporation :— 

*(1) Barrowfleld Ironworks, Ltd. ...... £1,075 

*(2)jUnderfeed Stoker Co. ..........-- £3,533 

HAY ag Y ayben 4 to the U.D.C. of (1) washed 
shingle ; (2) for local stone :— 

*(1) Avvbes 6s. per yard. 
*(2) T. Clayton, 3s. per yard at ‘the pit,"or_3s. 6d 
per ton delivered in barges at Botwell Wharf. 





%HULL.—For slater’s work for the schools for six 


months. 
*Woodcock & Sons, Wenlock-street. 


LONDON .—For the supply and laying of high and 
low tension cables, &c., in connection with the addi- 
tional supply of power ‘for the Woolwich district, for 
the L.C.C, :— 

British Insulated and Helsby 
eS Pro £26,492 17 

Siemens Bros., & Co., Ltd. .. 25,799 3 

*Western Electric Co., Ltd., 
North Woolwich........ 
General Manage r’s estimate, 


i a) 


24.921 17 0 
£25,000. 
LONDON. —For alterations to the switchboard 

gallery to accommodate additional switchgear in 

connection with the third new turbo-generator to be 


installed at Greenwich generating station, for the 
Chas. Wall, Ltd., Chelsea, S.W....... £433 
*Wm. Downs, Ltd., Walworth, 8.E 361 


Architect's estimate, £350. 


Jd. ETRIDGE,J* 


SLATE MERCHANTS, 


_— 


EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING 


Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, &: 











[May 4, 1917 


LONDON.—Supply of plant for fitting two - 
with special type of travelling grate for the St. Mary». 
bone Borough Council :— 

*Underfeed Stoker Co. .............. £1, 


SALFORD.—For the supply of materials to t} 
poration :— 
*Hill. Haworth & Co., 
*Buxton Lime Firms Co. : Lime 


Oo 


TRADE NEWS. 

Boyle's Latest Patent “ Air-Pump’ Venti. 
lators, supplied by Messrs. Robert Boyle & 
Son, Ventilating Engineers, 64, Holborn. 
viaduct, London, have been employed at the 
National Physical Laboratory, Teadington 

The Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd 
have just been awarded the contract to take 
up the wood paving in carriageway of Eccleston- 
street, Westminster, and lay their rock asphalt 


Manchester: Oils, £136 7s. iq 
, £787 10s 


Literature upon waterproofed cement has 
been translated into French, Spanish, Dutch, 
Russian, Polish, Portuguese, and Japanese 
and we are asked to state that it will be sent 
free on request to anyone who will write to 
Messrs. Kerner-Greenwood & Co., of King’s 
Lynn, the proprietors of the cement waterproofer 
« Pudio.” 

—_—__-¢~@e 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


NOTE.—All communications with respect to literary 
and artistic matters should be addressed to “ THE 
EDITOR ” (and not to any person by name); those 
relating to advertisements and other exclusively 
business matters should be addressed to THE 
BUILDER, LTD., and not to the Editor. 

All communications must be authenticated by the 
name and address of the sender, whether for publication 
or not. No notice can be taken of anonymous 
communications. 

The responsibility of signed articles, letters, and 
papers read at meetings rests, of course, with the authors. 


We cannot undertake to return rejected communica- 
tions; and the Editor cannot be responsible for 
drawings, photographs, manuscripts, or other docu- 
ments, or for models or samples sent to or left at this 
office, unless he has specially asked for them. 

All drawings sent to or left at this office for considera- 
tion should bear the owner’s name and address on 
either the face or back of the drawing. Delay and 
inconvenience may result from inattention to this 


& N.B.—Illustrations of the First Premiated Design in 
any important architectural competition will always be 
accepted for publication by the Editor whether they 
have been formally asked for or not. ‘ 








Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G.jF. Glenn), Office, 42, Poultry, 
E.C.—The best and cheapest materials for damp 
courses, railway arches, warehouse floors, flat 
roofs, stables, cow-sheds and milk-rooms, gran 
aries, tun-rooms, and terraces. Asphalte Con 
tractors to Forth Bridge Co. $8. Central 264 





Telephone: Daxston 1558 
OGILVIE & 60,,S2,ci2-25< 
with the late firm of 
Sg W. H. Lascuiszs & Co., 
ef Bunhill Rew. 
Mildmay Works, Mildmay Avenue, Islington, N. 
EXPERTS IN HIGH-CLASS JOINERY. 


ALTERATIONS AND DECORATIONS, “7::" 














Write to-day for Catalogue 56 
Established 1834. 
Telephone ; NORTH 2570. 


Telegrams ; 
* GEYSER, 
LoxDon.” 






“EMPER 








“Absolutely successful, 


“A perfect success, M 
cow] he knew of, but nothing cured till he 
fixed your * Emperor.’” 

Cured where all other cowls had failed. Am 
recommending the ‘ Emperor‘ to everyone with a smoky chimney.” 


“ Ewart’s ‘ Emperor’ cowl has cured our smok chimneys, 
a hundred fixed, and all have cured.” 4 


EWART & SON, Ltd., 
346-350 Euston Road, London N.W.1 






APPRECIATIO\S. 


builder tried every 


We now have over 
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